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Eastern'District of Pennsyloania, to wit :

BE IT REMEMBERED That on the éighteenth day of August, ir
the fon{;‘ourth year of the independence of the United States of Amer-
ica, A D. 1819, H, Parmele, of the sajd district, hath deposied in
this office the title ﬁ a book, the right whereof he claims as author,
in the words following, to wit:

¢ Key to the First Chart of the Masonic Mirror; being a Complete
Pocket Companion for the use of the fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons. on the First Seven Degrees >

o conformity to'the act of the Congress of the United States, entitled,

“An act for t{e encouragement of learning by securing the copies of
maps, chartg,'an. hooks to the authors and proprietors of such copies
during the times therein mentioned,” . And alsoto the act, entitled, “ An
act supplementary to an act, entitled * An act for the encouragement of
learning, by securing®the copies of maps, charts, and books to the au-
thors and proprietors of such coples during the times therein mentioned,
and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of designinge engraving,
and etching historical and other prints.” '
D CALDWELL,

Clerk of the Eastern District of Penntyloania.




. TO

THE OFFICERS OF THE
GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER,

THE

GRAND CHAPTERS,

AND

GRAND LODGES,
SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS AND LODGES,
" AND
THE FRATERNITY
'y oF

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASbNS

THROUGHOUT NORTH AMERICA ;

THE MASONIC MIRROR,

TOGETHER WITH .

THIs KLY,

18 RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED BY

THE AUTHOR.



ADVERTISEMENT. .

TuE scarcity of Masonic books of a cheap and convenient
form, for the use of Lodges, Chapters, and individual breth-
ren, and the growing respectability and usefulness of our
ancient Institution throughout North America, induce the
publisher to believe that this appendage to his Masonic
Mirror will be found a useful- acquisition to the craft. Its
size will render it a convenient pocket companion, while it
contains all the important information, relative to the first
.seven degrees of Masonry, found in Webb, Preston, Hutch-
tnson, Dalcho, Phillips, Calcott,and the English and Ameri-
can constitutions.

The second chart will be attended with a similar key, re-
lative to all the degrees of knighthood, sud all the ineffable
and honorary dﬁrees conferred on this side of the Atlantic,
and will also exhibit the progress of Masonic history from
the Christian cra to the present time.

The publisher avails himself, with pleasure, of this op-
portunity, of expressing his gratitude for the extensive pa-
tronage which his Mirror has already received ; and he
pledges himself to his patrous, to spare no trouble or expense
in the fulfilment of his former promises in relation to his
second chart, which will be published as seon as the engra-
ving and printing can be executed.

THE PUBLISHER,
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CHAPTER 1.

OF MASONRY IN GENERAL.

¢ MasomrY,”” ®ays Mr. Sumner, “is MORAL LIGHT;
‘and at whatever moment the first gleam of goodness bright~
ened in the heart of man, masonry was born.”” Thus re-
mole and thus honourable is the origin of our noble Insti-
tution. GoopnNEss was her father, CHARITY her -mother,
‘aud her stuly 1s the bappiness of man. Masenry is both a
SCIENCE and an ART. Asa science, she studies the inter-
est, and searches for the wants of suffering humanity, As
an art, she cultivates those irierests and relieves those wants.
Even in the darkest ages of antiquity, when literature was a
stranger to the world; aud when virtue was rather a re-
lic of pristine innocence, than a cultivated plant in the
terrestrial garden, Masonry disclosed her radiance in the
chambers of the ¢ EasT,”’ and beamed with celestial lustre
on the admiriag werld.

As Masonry, like the rising sun, was at first seen illu-
minating a complete horizon, so, like him,she is still uni-
ocrsal in the benign emanation of her genial beams Her
influence isrestricted by ho lecal boundaries of climate, sect,

or country. By the sacred amd inviolable signs which -

distinguich the fraternity, they are every where koown to
their intelligent, and discerning brethren. Thus they en-
joy a universal language, and thus a decided advantage
14 given them over every other society that has studied the
‘happiness of man, .

'By this language, which constitufes a bood of ineepa~
rable union. the distarit Chinese, thejwaudering Arai, tha
slave of European despotism, and the son of Americue
liberty, all assemble on a common and consecrterd

ground, speaking the intelligible language of unity end
. A2



6 GEMERAL INSTRUCTIONS.

', peace. Even amid the ravages of war the voice of Mason~
ry is heard. Frequently, when the burst of trumpets and
the shock of arms have silenced every oral langnuge, the
mystic sign has brought a redeeming spirit to the soldier’s
side, and the mantle of Masonry has received him in its
silken folds, Yes, aud that very MANTLE which can shield
from the flaming sabre on the field of battie, has been em-
ployed from immemorial time to wipe the tear of suffering
orphanage, and drink from the brow of care its dungeon-
damps. And although Masonry is frequently solicited to
feed the mouth that defames her, still she -enters with
pleasure the house of mourning and of sorrow, and

- leavesher last mite in the shed of poverty. Sometimes,
indeed, she deems it her duty to deny her right hand the
knowledge of what her lef¢ has done, but she asks-only the
reasonable privilege, of alleging in her defence, the precept
and example of her Divine Master.

Here too, the bigoted sectary is taught to feel, that the
Master Bailder of the universe has not erected his celestial
temple for any one name or nation, but that the virtuous
and the good of every denamination, and of every country,
are invited from the labours and trials of this world, to the
rest and refreshments of the Paradise above., -

Such, brethren, being the nature and design of our helov-

* ed Institution, constituting at once our example and our
pride, we need not to be invited to study and to psactise the
precepts of her lips.

. —

]

CHAPTER 11

" On the  first seven de'grees, or classes of Free and °
* dccepted Masons.

. Honour and probity are recommendations to the first
‘«class; and to the ENTERED APPRENTICE the practice of




GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS, %

virtue is recommended, while the duties of morality are

strongly enlorced upon the mind. : ’
For the second cless, diligences amiduity; and application

are indispensable qualifications, and to the FRLLow-CrAWY

.an accorate elucidation of science, both in theory and prac-

tice is presented.

The third class is composed of those whom truth and
fidelity have distinguished; who when assaulted by
threats and violence, have evinced their integrity, by pre-
serving inviolate the sacred mysteries of the craft. Such
may be raised to the honours and. privileges of s MASTER
Masoy. : .

The fourth degree is a reward of merit, and js conferred
on those only who have faithfully studied tHe scieatific
‘branches of art. Those who are MAaRx Masoxns, there-
fore, must have exhibited proofs of their skill and evidence
of their acquirements. .

The fifth class, denominated PREsENT or PasT MASTKRS,
are such as have acquired a sufficient degree of skill in the
art, to become teachers, and have been elected to preside
over regularly constituted bodies of Masens.

The sixth class consists of those who have discharged the
daties of the chair with honour, and have been received
and acknowledged as MosT EXCELLENT MASTERS.

The seventh class is composed of a select few, whom
years and experience have improved, and whom merit and
abilities have entitled to preferment. With this latter
class,or RoxaL ArcEH Masons, the ancient landmarks of
the order are preserved. :

]

CHAPTER III.

OF A LODGE IN GENERAL.
Oun first care is directed to the external avenues of the
lodge ; and the proper officers, whase province it isto dis-
charge that duty, execute the trust with fidelity.

)
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A prayer used at .
May the favour of heaven be upon this meeting ! Andas
it is begun happily, msy it be conducted with order, and
closed in harmony.

Another prayer used al opening.

Most boly and glorions Lord God! The great Architect
of the universe ; the giver of all good gifts and graces :
Thou hast promised that, where two or three are gather-
ed together in thy name, thou wilt be in the midst of them.
In thy vame we assemble, most-humbly beseeching thee tof
bless us n all our undertakings, that we may know and
serve thee aright, and that all our actions may tend to thy
glory, and (0 our advancement in knowledge and in virtue.

men.

. ‘Charge at opening.

Behold bow good alx:grﬁow ;}l,easangt it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity ! It is like the precious ointment
upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s
beard, that went down to the skirts of his garments. As
the dew of Hermon ; as the dew that descended upon the
mountains of Zion ; for there the Lord commanded his
blessing, even life for evermore.

Prayer used at closing.

May the blessing of heaven rest upon us, and all regu-
lar Masons ! May brotherly love prevail, and every moral
and social virtue cement us. .

Charge at closing.

BRETHREN—You are now about to quit this sacred re-
treat of friendship and virlue, to mix again with the world,

., Amidst its concerns and temptations, forget not the du-
¢ ties you have heard so frequently inculcated and forcibly
* recomimended in the Lodge. Be, therefore, diligent, pru-
y, dent, and temperate. And remember also that you have
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sulemnly and repeatedly premised to befriend and relieve,
with the most prompt cordiality, so far as shall be in your
power, every brother who shall need your assistance : that
you bave promised to remind him, in the most tender man-
ner, of his failings ; to vindicate his character when wrong-
fully traduced ; and to suggest in his behalf the most can-
did, favourable,and palliating circumstances, even when
his conduct is justly repreb: ; that the world may ob-
serve how Masons love each other. And these genmerous
principles are to extend further. Every human being bas
a claim upon your kind and obliging offices. Let it not be
supposed that you have here * laboured in vain, and spent
your strength for nought ; for your work is with the Lord,
and your recompence with your God.”’

Finally, brethren ! be ye all of one mind, live in peace ;
and may the God of love and peace delight to be with you,
and bless you. :

CHAPTER IV.
Instructions to g person wu'hmg to become a Mason.

No person can become'a Mason, consistently with thean-.
cient and salutary usages of our order,unless he be free-born,
and, at least, twenty-one years of age; of a good morai
character; temperate, chaste, industrious, charitable, and
possessed of public spirit, and the social virtues. He must
be of sufficient natural endowments to be respectable, and
must have, entire, all the faculties and senses of a man. He
must huve an estate, office, trade, occupation, or some visi-
ble means of acquiring an honest livelihood, as becomes the
members of this ancient and honourable fraternity. In short

‘ he must have asound head and a good heart, exempt from
n:ll !bos;t ill qualities ana vices which bring dishonour on
the craft.



10 GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS.

A person possessing the -foregoing qualifications must be
proposed, at his own voluntary request, by a friend or ac-
quaintance belonging to the Lodge of which he wishes to
become a member, at least one meeting previous to the time
of his initiation. .

All applications for admission should be made in writing,
in the following form :.

¢*¢ To the Worshipful Master, Wardens, and Brethren o

L of free and accepted Masons.

“ The petition of the subscriber respectfully showeth, that,
having long entertained a favourable opinion of your an-
cient 1nstitation, he is desirous of being admitted a member

thereof, if found worthy. .

« His place of residence is , his age , his oc-
cupation .

¢ Recommended by . (Signed) A. B.”

Before admission, the candidate must assent to the follow-
ing interrogations. .

¢ Do you seriously declare, upon your henour, that, un-
biassed by friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary motives,

you freely and voluntarily offer yourselfa candidate for the

mysteries of masonry ?

% Do you seriously declare, upon your honour, that you
are prompted to salicit the privileges of masonry by a fa-
vourable opinion of the institution, a desire of kmowledge,
and a sincere desire of being serviceable to your fellow-
creatures ?

« Do you seriously declare, upon your honour, that

you will conform to the ancient established usages of the-

order ?” .

If there remain no objection, the candidate is intyoduced
in due form. But he has a right, previous to presenting
himself, to desire his friend to show him the warrant or
dispensation, by which the Lodge is held ; which, if genu-
ine, he will find to be. an irstrument written, or printed
upon parchment, and signed by some grand master, his de-
puty, the grand wardens and grand secretary, and sealed
with the grand lodge seal. .

N

!




ENTERED APPRENTICE. 13

He may also request the perusal of the by-laws ; and has
a right to examine a complete list of the members, to learn
whether the Lodge contains any member with whom he can-
not consistently and cordially associate.

Should the candidate find the charter to be genuine ; the
by-laws salutary. and sach as he can cheerfully observe ;
and should he be pleased with all the brethren of the Lodge
—his wish to proceed is reported to the master, who makes
it known to the Lodge thus :— .

. ¢ BRETEREN—AL the request of Mr. A. B., he has been
proposed and accepted in due form ; I therefore recommend
him as a proper candidate for the mysteries of masonry, and
worthy to partake of the privileges of the fraternity ; and in
consequenee of a declaration of his intentions, voluntarily -
made, | believe he will cheerfully conform to the rules of
the order.”’ N i

———

—_—— .

CHAPTER V.

.

REMARKS ON THE FIRST LECTURE OF MASONRY,

Whaicd is divided into three sections. Virtue is painted
in the most _enchanting colours, and the duties of morality
and religion are enforced. The excellency of knowledge
and phiiosophy is displayed, and many important lessous
impressed on the mind by sensible images admirably cal-
culated to influence our couduct in the affectionate and.
faitbful discharge of the duties of social life ; teaching us to -
be peaceful subjects, and feeling masters ; obedient children,
and iudulgent parents; affectionate husbands, and inviola-
ble friends. : )

.

SECTION FIRST.

This part of the lecture of an Entered Apprentice un-
folds our object in visiting the hall of masonry; develops
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- the justice of cur puciensions.to the pvmlglu i of the order ;
illustrates the manner of. our receplion within the threshold
of a Lodge; reminds us of our dependence on the support-
ing haud of Deity ; exhibits the pledge of our fidelity, secrecy
and conformity to immemorial masonic customs ; opens our
eyes to the lighi of knowledge ; presents to eur hearts the
lovely purity of isnscence ; draws upon our affections by the
sillkzen cord-of charity; and speculatively explains the im-
plemenis of the degree. .

A prayer used at the initidtion of @ candidute.

Vovcusare thine aid, Almiphty Father of the Universe,
{o this, our present convention ; and gnnt that this' candi-
date for masonry may dedicate and devote his life to thy
service, and become a true and faithful brother among us!
Endow him with a competency of thy divine wisdom, that
by the secrets of our art, e may be better enabled to dis- .
play the beauties of brotherly love, relief, and truth, to the
honour of thy holy namre ! n.

Another.

GREAT ARcrITECT of HEAVEN—Thou best of beings !
While thou lookest abroad, from thy celestial temple, upon
worlds unnumbered ; look down also upon us, the humble
workmanship of thine hand. As we are about to enlighten
one of our fellow-creatures in the knowledge of masonry,
wilt thou shine into our hearts with the light of beavenly r
truth. Do thou, Father Almighty! guide this benighted
pilgrim on his journey to the mystic temple. Enlighten thou
?Eisdarlmm ; and open his %o:thathe may see thy glory in
the gospel ofthy Son. Clothe his nakedness with the gar-
ents of true holiness, and enrich his poverty with the pear?
«all price beyond.”” We now commend him to thy divine .
Protection, ascribing glory, honour and power to God, for X
ever. Amen. .
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Some o the Notvivime. Taets o Soripturs mey be rend o

«-f willbrivg the bYlisd by e way that they know not ;
1 willlead them in paths that they have not kuown ; 1 will
inake the darkness light before them 3 and arovked things
straight 5 thess things wiR | Qo unto ther and } will not fors
walie them. K

& Trust in the Lord with all thine heart ; and lean not'ta
thine own understanding. o

© In all thy ways sokinowledgehims, and he shall divect thy

 Tura not to the right hand, nor to thalefl ; vemove
foet from evil. i . it

¢ In the beginning God créated the heaven and the earth.
And the eaxth was without form and void, and darkness was
on the fage of the desp. And the spirit of God moved upon
the foce of the waters, And God said, Let there be light,
and there was light.”’

Towards the elosé of thiis sestion s explained the pe-
culiar ensign of masonry, the LAMB-8KIN, or while leath-

' er apron, which is an emblem of innocence and the

ma mason ; more ancient than the golden fleece,
er eagle ; more honourable than the star or gar-
ter, or auy other order that could be conferred upon the
candidate at the time of his initiation, or at any time
1 , by king, prince, potentate, or any other per-
son, except he be a mason; and which every one should
wear with equal pleasure to himself, and honour to the fra-

y. .
 The section closes with an explanation of the working
tools of an Entered Apprentice, which ate the TWENTY-
ROUR-INCH-GAUGE, and the comMoN GAVEL.

The twenly-four-inch-gauge is an implement made use
oﬂ){ rative workmen, to tneasure and lay out their
work ; but we, as PREE and ACCEPTED Masous, dre taugh
to use it for the more noble and important purpose of di-
viding our time. Ite being divided into twenty-fonr equal

' B : N
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ris is emblematioal of the fsoentyosr Sewrs of the
sv.hich we are taught to divide into three equal parts, vll:z-’
by we find eight hours for the service of God and a distress-
ed, worthy brother ; eight hours for our usual avocations ;
and eight for refreshment and sleep.

The Common Gauel is an instrument used by operative
masons, to break off the corners of rough stones, the better
to fit them for the builder’s use ; bat we, as speculative ma-~
sons, are taught to make use of it for the more noble purpose
of divesting our minds and consciencies of the vices and su-
perfluities of life, * thereby ﬁtﬁnﬁour bodiuaslivin&stous
for that spiritual building, that house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens.” .

SECTION SECOND. .
‘This eection rationally accounts for the various cerer

. monies used at the initiation of a man into our ancient mye-

teries.

THE BADGE OF A MASON. .

Every candidate, at his initiation, is presented with
lamb’s skin, or ‘white leather apron. )

The LAMEB has, in all ages, besa deemed an embiem of
innocence : the lamb-skin is therefore to remind him of
that purity of life and conduct which is essentially neces-
sary to his gaining admission into the celestial lodge

above, where the Sapreme Architect of the universe pre- .

sides. .

SECTION THIRD.

‘This section explains the nature and ‘Erinciplesof our Jn-
stitution, and teaches usto perform with propriety the du-
ties of our respective “t:“m. Here, likewise, we receive
instruction relative to the foym, orts, corering, furniture,
ornaments, lights, and jm{h of%e : uow‘fi should be
situafed, and to whom dedicated.

N .
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Froh Exst to West, and bétween the North and the Sonth.
Free Masonry extends, and in every clime are Masons to be

Our institation is said to be m[:gomd by wispom
STRENGTH, and BEAUTY ; because it is necessary that
there should be wisdem to contrive, strength to uphold,
and beauty to adorn all great and important undertakings.
Its dimensions are unlimited ; and its covering is no less
than the clduded canopy, or starry arch of heaven, whi-
ther all good masons hope at last to arrive, by the aid of
the theological' ladder, which Jacob, in his vision, saw

m earth to hedven, the three principal rounds
of which are densminated Faith, z:,dand Chaerity; and
which admonish us to have faith in God, hope in immor- .
tality, and charity to all mankind. Of these three, Charity
is greatest; for our faith may be lost insight; our hope
ond in fruitien, baut charity survives the grave in the realms
o peey el Toverned Lodge is furnished with the Hol

v well govern is : wi e

Bible, End Cor . The Bibte is dedicated tz
God, beecause it is the inestimable gift of God to man ; the
square is dedicated to the mester, béeause, being the prop -
er masonic emblem of his’ office, it is constantly to re«
mind him of the duty he owes to the-Lodge over which he

is appointed to preside. The compasses are dedicated to
the craft, because by a due attention to their use, they are °
m’t‘ to regulate their desires, and ketp their passions

due bounds.

The ornamental paxts of a Lodge, displayed in this sec-
tien, are, the Mo$AIC PAVEMENT, the INDENTED TESSEL,
and the arAgING gTAR. The Mosaic Pavement isa repre-
sentation of the ground fleor of King Solomon’s temple ;
the indented tessel, of that beautifully tessellated border, or
skirting, that surrounded it: and the blasing star in the
centre is commemorative ofthe star which appeared to guide
?i‘:it wise men of the east to the place ofour Saviour’s na-

Y- ’

Y
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The mataic pevement is- emblematisn] of humpn life,
checkered witl;f;ood and evil ; the beawtifd border which
surrounds it, of those blessings which surrcund us—and
which we hope heresfter to enjoy, by a filial reliange on di-
vine Providence, which is hieroglyphically represented by
the blazing star in the centre,

The moveable and immoveable jewels alzo glaim our atten
tion, in this section, :

. The Rovan ASHEER is n stope as taken from the quayry
in its rude and nataral state, The PERFECY ASHLER is a
stone made ready by the workmen $o-be adjusted by the

tools of the fellow-craft. The TRETSLE-BROABD is for the

master workman to draw his designs
By the rough ashler, we are reminded of our rude and i~

" perfact state iy nature ; by the perfect ashler, of that state

of perfegtion at which we hope to arrive by a virtuous eda-
cation, our own endeavours, and the blessing ot God ; apd
by the trestle-board we are taught, that, as the.operative
bailder erects his teppporal edifice agreeably to the designs
of the master, laid down en his trestle-board ; so should we
comstruct our spiritual temple aceerding to the laws pro-~
soribed in the book of life, which is our spiritual apd
masonic trestle-board. ‘ p

Lodges were anciently dedicuted to king Solomon, ax
it was said he was the first most excellent grand master ;.
but Masons, professing Christignity, dedicate theirs to-
St. John the Baptist and St. John the KEvangelist who
were eminent patrops of our order. Therefore. there iy
represented in avery regular and well governed ledge,
a certain peint wilhin a corele ; the posné repress] 79
individual brother ; the circle representing the bo
line of his duty to God and man. [his circle is ember~
dered by two perpendicular parallels, representing St.
John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist ; and on the
top rests the book of life, which contains the whole duty
of man. "In going round this circle we meccssarily teuch
upon these two lines as well as upon the book of the ho-
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1y soriptures; and while a Mason keeps himself thus cir-
cumscitied, it is isepossible that he should materially err.

BROTKEBL.Y LOVE.

. By the exercise of brotherly love'we are taught to regard
the whole human species as one family. Notwithstanding
the accidental distinctions of high and low, rich and poor,
bond and free, we aré still ishabitants of the same planet,
" “the children of thé same Almighty Parent,and are bound to
support, to comfort, and love each other, -

RELIEF.

Torelieve the distressed, is a duty binding on every mor- |
al agent ; but more especially on the fratérnity of free and ~
accepted Masons. ’Tis a tenet in their profession, to soothe
the unhappy, to sympathize with affliction, to weep for
the miseries of others. Thus, the good Mason will pour
the 0il and the wine into the wound of the sufferer, though
Yhe Priest and the Levite may be deaf to his intreaties,

TBUTH.

“Ttuth is one of the first virtués we are taughtin Masonry.
While we are influenced by its dictatés, hypocrisy and de-
ception are unknown among us, sincerity and plain deals -
ing distinguish us, and the heart and topgue unite in re-
joiting in each other’s prosperity. '

THE CARD]NAL.VIRTUES. '
TEMPERANCE.

This is that due restraint upon our affecti
which renders the body tame and governat
mind from the allurements of vice. It she
astant study of every Mason, as he is hereby
excess, the indulgence of which might leac
some of those valuable secrets, which he
¢onceal, and never reveal

B?

\
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FORTITUDE. ' .
‘e

This virtue is equally distant from rashness and coward-

ice ; and, like the former; should be deeply impressed upon

- the mind. of every Maabn, as a safeguard against any illegal
attack that may be made by force-or art, i0.extart xem him
any of thase valusbile secrets, with which he has been so
solemnly intrasted, and of which be was solemnly and sen
$tbly reminded, on his first adwission into the Lodge ~-rs

.

PRUDENCE.

Prudenee teaches us to regulate our lives and actions
- agreeably to the dictates of reason. This virtue should be
the peculiar characteristic of e very Mason, not only for the
gavernment of his conduct while in the lodge, but also when
abroad in the world ; it should be particularly regarded.in
all mixed companies that we may never drop the least sign,
token, word, or point, whereby the secrets of the craft may
be ynlawfully obtained ———.

JUSTICE. .

This is that standard of right, which measures to every'
man hisdue. As justice, in a great measure, constitutes the °
real good man, goshould it be the invariable praatice of

. every Mason never to deviate from the minutest principles
thereof ————. .

CHARGE AT TNITIATION.
EROTHER, .
As you are now introduced into the first principles of ma-
sonry, I congratulate you on being accepted into this ancient
" and honourable order; ancient, as having subsisted from
time immemorial; and honourable, as tending, in ever
particular, so to render all men who will bt conformable to
_ itsprecepts. No institution was ever raised on a better
principle, or,more solid foundation ; nor were ever more
excellent rules and useful maxi‘ms 1aid down, than are incu}-
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-cated in the several mesonic lestures. The greatest and '
best of men in all ages have been encouragers and promoters
of the art, and have never deemed it derogatory from their
:'x‘ny, to level themselves with tive fraternity, extend their

: ileges, and patromize their assemblies.

* fhere are three great duties, - which,as a Meson, you are
~eharged to inculcate—to God, your neighbour, and yeur-
seli. Te God, in mever mentionig bis name, but with
Ahat reverential awe which is due from a.cresture to his
Creator ; to implore his aid in all your laudable underta~
%ings, and to esteem him as the chief good; to your neigh-’
‘our, in acting upon the sguare, and doing unto him as you
‘wish he should do unto you; and to yourself, in avoiding
:all irregularity and intemperance, which may impair your
faculties, or debasc the dignity of your profersion. A zeal-
-ous attachment to these duties will ensure public and pri-
vate esteem.

In the state, you are to be a quiet and peaceful subject,
true to your government, and just to e{:})r couatry ; you are
not to coyntenance disloyalty or rebellion, but patiently
-submit to legal authority, and conform with cheerfulness to
the government of the country in which you live. -

In your outward demeanor be particularly careful to

avoid censure or reproacb. Let not interest, favour, or
prejudice, bias your integrity, or influence you to be guilty
-of a dishonourable action. ~Although your frequent ap-
pearance at our regular meetingy is eernestly solicited, yet
itis not meant that masonry should interfere with your
necessary vocations ; for these are on no accouut to he neg-
lected ; neither are you to suffer your zeal for the institu-
tion to lead ‘you iuto argument with those who, through
ignorance, may ridicule it. At your leisure hours, that
You may improve in masonic kuowledge, you are to con-
verse with well informed brethren, who will he always as
ready to give, as you, will be ready to receive instruction.

<
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f Fmdly, keep sacred and invielable the mysteries of
the order, as these are to distinguish you frem rest of
the commanity, and mark your consequerice Ma-
tons, I, in the circle of your acquaintance; % a8
ﬁerson desirous of being imitiated into masonry, be pary

icularly attentive not to recommend him, unless you are
convinced he will conform to our rules; that the v
glory, and reputation of the mstitution may be firmlyes,
hﬁl:hwhed and the world at-large convineed of its goed
~effects,

SONGS APFROPRIATED TO THE FIRST DEGREE:
Selected and revised by éompanion S. Brown.

ComE let us prepare;
. We, Brothess; that.are,
Assembled on happy occasion ;
Let’stalk, laugh, and sing ;—
Good cheer has a spring
For the heart of a socidl FREEMASON,

t Mankind are in pmn.
! Qur secrets to gain, .
And still let them wonder and gaze on ;
They ne'er can go right,
. Tillthey walk in the light,
That beams pnthe pith of the Masown:

ghey guessand they spell,
ut never can tell
; What mystics our carpet emblazon ; .
The gauge and the gavel, .
The plumb, square, and level,
Were made for the use of the MASOK:

' Great kings, dules and lords,
Have laid down their swordy, RN




ENTERED APRRAENEICK.. 2%

Qur mgstical jowelsta braoe on,
A,ldlhough’t themeolves famed
When lawfully pamed

A brother—or fellow FREEMASON.

We’re true Lo the Fa1p'; |
And, if danger be there,
We seize on the 'Proper occasion,
To shield her from harm,
And to proffer the arm
Of a true and a generous Masoy.

Tepoverty’s ehed,
ThVOVe oftef: mfl‘od,
ce of siskness to on;
Thl:db‘t;ﬂ!t heaves a s.gh,gm :
- Whilea tearin the eye— :
Is a pledge for the purse of the:Masox.

Then join’d heart and hand,
‘Well, in brotherhood, stand,
ugh slander may put her worst face on ;
Our MasTeR sbove
Will always approve
A genuine brother FREXMASON.

THE MYSTIC TEMPLE.

Composed for this work by companion S. Brown.
‘This lovely Creation was once all enshrouded
In darkness like midnight, and gloom like the grave ;
‘When LIGHT, from the East, wigx effulgence unclouded,
Beam’d bright on the mountain, and danced on the .
wave :— ‘ :
Now Nature, all motion, awakes from her slumbers,
Young Music first strikes, in her soul-moving oumbers;
And Darkness no longer, with night-clouds, encumber:.
The beautiful temple where Masoxs reside.

. TR



: The Suw, Moo, and Prastts were tiven put it dxdtion,
" Desoribing their cércles; in bright-Beamimg fire,
; Ruod iaws were prescribed to the earth, air, and ocean,
i . By Nature’s omniscient, omnipotent SIRE :—
The plumb-line was hung from the centre of heaven ;
The gauge told the hours, from even to even ;
The compasses mark’d out the paths of the seven
_That shine i% the TEMPLE where Masons reside.
‘fhe moox was unfolded ; the sQUARE was suspended,
At Orion’s belt, as he blaz’d through the sky ;
From either horizon the LEVEL extended,
Whilla: bright through the clouds, look'd the Axv-sERING
» 1 3 i
¢ The roughness of Nature was smoothed by the GAVEL ;
. The worD had been given for the Craftsmen to ravel ;
. And earth’s velvet CARPET was spread, where they travel
And gaze on the TEMPLE where MAsons reside.

; -, m——
Y CHAPTER VI.
% FELLOW-CRAFT.

_ ' To exhaust the various scientiflc subjects with which this

degree is converrant, would require the longest life, and
! transcend the pewers of the most distinguicheg ios. It
*'was designed to please and-instruot.the amplici:i scholar
| and the ingenions attist. .

L ! SECTION FIRST.

[ Theeeremonies of introducing the initiated brothér inte
"this dégree are all accurately elucidated in this section of
. the lecture. b .

i ¢ Thus he showed me : and behold the Lord stood upon
; a wall madé by a plumb-line, with a plumb-line it his
shand, And the Lord said unto me, Ames, what seest

o

T

|

AY
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thon? And 1-sid, Aplambdine. Then sid-the £med, -
Behold, | will set a plumb-linein the midet of sy people
l-rn;l&l will not again pass by them any more.)-—dmes
vii. 7, .

The phonb, re, and level serve as s comstent admoni-
tion to the pracm of every virtae. '

The plumb is an instrument made uve of, by operative
Masons, to raise perpendiculars ; the. sguare, to square
‘their ‘work ; and the levelto lay hovizontals: but we, as
free and accepted Musons, are tanght to use them for more
noble and important purposes. The plumb admonishes
usto walk uprightly in our several stations before God and
man ; squa our actions-by the square of virtue, everre-
membering that we are travslling upou the level of time o
that & undiscovered cauntry, from whose bourne no travel-
lee returns.” .

SECTION SECOND.
Musoury is considered under two denominations ; gperative

OPERATIVE MASONRY.
‘By this' we allureto a proper applicstion of the useful
.rules of architectare, whenoe a structare may derive figare,
streagth, and beanty. It furnishes us with dwellings to
shelter ‘us from the inclemencies of the seasons, and de-
monstrates that a fund of science and industry is implanted
‘in man for the most important purposes.
. SPEOULATVE MASONRY. - °
This :amhu us to ‘:fbdg::d the passions, act upon the
-8quare, keep a tongue re maintain secresy,
and practice eharity, It is sofar ig:::.wonn with religion
23 o lay us ander new. obligations to pry that rational and
vital homage to the Deity which oonstitutes, st obceour do-
ty and our bappiness.
THE SABBATH.

in six days God eveated the heaveus and the earth, and
rested from all his labourson the seventh. The Sabbath
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themferswas-cometvatedby ons andient brailimed as & :&
of rest, wherein to. contemplate the works, and adore
* goadnéss ofthe great Creator. ]
o THE GLOBES. ’ T
These are two artificial, spherical bodies ; the one de- ,
mdwrwt the convex surface of the earth ; the
the concaye surface of the visible heavens: the °
former is called the lerrestrial—the latter the. celesisal

sphere,
The five orders momh:twure are here explaingd. .
THR TUSCAN ORDER. - e
This was invented in Tuscany, and is the most ump'fe
- and solid of the five. Ifs column is seven diameters in
height—and its capital, base and entablature bave but few
. mouldings.
' . THE DORIC ORDER, e
This bears a mesn proportion botween the more sobitl i
© delicate orders. Its column is nine diameters mh, its cap=
ital is adormed with volutes, its cornice has .
. THE IONIC,
Bears a kind of mean I)ropovum between the moze son
lid and delicate orders, Its column is nine diameters higias
izt:ls capital is adorned mth volates, and it cornice has dexs-
f . .

" CORINTHIAN ORDER.,

This is the richest of the five orders; andi-dm;
mumwd art. lis column is ten dinmeters high, wnd
its cap! > adormed with. (wamoﬂ-vu.iﬁﬁao
$W~Mwnm-d

lions.

. COMYOSITE ORDER. . ’
- 'This is 8 selectien. the other ordexs, and was con-
trived by the Romans. ¢ is ton diameters in height, and
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the eap:hl is ornamented with the leaves oftho Corinthian,
while the column is volated like the Ionic.

FIVE HUMAN SENSES.

HEARING.

‘By this sense we distinguish sounds, and are capable of
enjoying all the agreeable charms of music. The wise and
beneficent Author of Nature intended by the formation of
this sense, that we should be social creatures, and receive

gb.gnamtndmott important of our know
from the information of others.~ pert led,

SEEING.

Of all the faculties cghl is the noblest. By this sense we
find our way in the pathless ocean; traverse this globe of
earth, measure the planetary orbs, aud make new and in-
teresting discoveries in all the regions of visible creation.
It also duclo!es the tempers and dispositions of our fellow-
men.

FEELING.

This sense enables us to distinguish the different quali-
tmof bodies, such as heat and cold ; hardness and softness ;

ness and smoothness ; figure, sohdxly, motion and ex-

tens:on
The three senses above mentioned are deemed pecuharly es-
sential among masons.

SMELLING.
The vanous odours and perfnmes of Nature are brought

to our knowledge by this faculty ; and are made to oonlrl-
\ bute to our happiness. R

TASTING.

Qur taste enables us to make r choice in the se-
lection of our amimal nourishmeff?; and is not among the
" c.

4
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least those namerous blessings which arz bestowelon gs
by a kind Creator.

LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES.

GRAMMAR teaches us to speak and write with propriety.
it is an art,convenient and ornamental even in common life,
bat is indispensable to the scholar or the gentleman.

RugTonic teaches us to pronounce with elegance and
force whatgrammar has composed with perspicuity and cor-
rectness, .

Loegic teaches usto guide our reason discretionsally in tue
general acquisition of knowledge, and directs our inquiries
after trath. .

. ARITHMETIC isthe art of determining the propertigsand
powers of numbers ; and operates by letters, tables, fizures
or instruments. :

GEOMETRY treats of the properties of magnilude,in which
length, breadth, and thickness, are considered; proceeding
from a rgouu to a line, from a line to a superficies, and from
asuperficiesto a solid.

Music teaches the formation of agreeable sounds by suit-
able mixtures of concordant and discordant notes skilfully ar-
ranged to produce melody and harmony.

AsTRONOMY is that sublime science by which we are
taught to read the wisdom, strength, and beauty, of the works
ofthe Almighty in the celestial sphere.

CHARGE AT PASSING A BROTHER.

BROTHER, '

Being advanced to the second degree of masonry, we con-
gratulste you on your preferment, The internal, and not
the external qualifications of a man, are what masoury re-
gards. As you increase in knowledge, you will improve in
sociul intercourse, )

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the duties which, as
a Mason, you are bou%l todischarge ; or enlarge on the

4
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'nbchsify of astrictadherence tothem, as your own experi-
~satemaust haye established théir value.
. Our laws and regulations you are strenuonsly to support,
and be always ready toassist in seeing them duly executed.
Youarenot to palliate, or aggravate, the offences of your
- brethren ; bat it the decision of every trespass against our
rules, youare to judge with candour, admonish with friend-
ship, and reprehend with justice. )

e study of the liberal arts, that valuable branch ofedu-
cation, which tends so effectually to polish and adorn the
mind, 1s earnestly recommended to your eonsideration ; espe-
cially the science of geometry, which is established as the ba~
sisofour art. Geometry,or masonry, originally synonymous
terms, being of a divine and moral nature, is enriched with
the most useful knowledge : while it proves the wonderful
properties of nature, it demonstratesthe more important
truths of morality.

Your past behaviour and regular deportment have mer-
ited the honour which we have now conferred; and in your
new charucter it is expected that you will conform to the
principles of theorder, by steadily persevering in the prac~ -
tice of every commendable virtue.

Such is the nature of your engagements as a fellow-craft,
andtothese duties you are bound by the most sacred ties

 \\ FELLOW-CRAFT’S SONGS.

Wagx ol with grave motion, had plunged in the ocean,
Axd twilight hung over the borders of day,
A splendid reflection, with downward direction,
tﬁle softly the senses of mortals away : .
My thoughts were suspended, and darkness descended,
ith night’s ample canopy widely unfarl’d ;
The solemn procession, the mists in succession,
Bede twilight in silence retire from the world.
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I saw in each feature n beantiful creature,
Replete with celestial, transporting glee ;
With rapture [ trembled, 1 thought he resembled
Some beautiful angel of humanity.
As far as [ view’d him, or fancy pursued him,
His state was elective, and noble his mind,
Proceeding uprightly, fulfilling completely
The precepts of nature, by wisdom enjoined.

-His soul like an ocean of pleasing devotion,
His tongue like an organ of music and mirth ;
His heart like a fountain, his head like a mountain,
His science like treasures hid deep in the earth,
My fancy it caught him, home with me it brought him,
And with my own heart-strings [ bound him with care ¢
Nor could I unloose him, for his soft bosum
I saw the best image that mortal can wear.

‘thought he said to me, in vain you parsue me,
‘While on the swift pinions of science 1 soar;
But if you will basten, become a Freemason,
Then you may go with me, and never before.
There’s.one thing most certain, and truly diverting,
The keeping a secret in union so long ;

.'There’re no combinations so firm as Freemasons,

No bond of sweet friendship so lasting and strong.

For kingdoms have quarrels, for conquests aud laurels,
And churches, though Christian, do wrangle and jar ;
There’re no such invasions among the Freemasons,
No ruptures or rumour of internal war.
Through Time’s ancient measure, with freedom and pleas-

are, .
The sons of fair Science immoveable stand—
Through all the commeotion, by land or hy ocean,
Intriumph has pasa’d the harmenious baod.
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Old Time may keep beating, his numbers completing,

And wear out his wings in the region of years ;
Bat Wispou and BEAUTY shall teach us eur duty,

Till the Worsu1pruL MASTER in glory appears.
The world may keep gazing, their senses amazing,

And rack their invention to find out the plan;
We'll meet them with. meekness,and pity their weakness,
- And prove that a Mason’s a virtuous man.

Let madmen invade us, and scribblers degrade us,
And the black en:ines of mal:.ce combine;
Thougi hell and her furres turn judges and jaries,
With imnocent tustre the order will shine.
Like rocks in the ocean, we fear not the motjon,
Of wnves which attack usin foaming career;
With truth and discretion, we *t:ll make progression,
Andleave all the envy of foolsin the rear.
While each in his station; with sweet admiration,
Beholds the fair temple of Wisdom arise ;
Let each faithful brother support one another,
Till the Lodge universal shall meet in the skies,
With orient grandeur, and dazzling splendour,
The wide archot heaven reflécting the biaze,
When sisters and brothers,and millions of others,
8hall shine in the courts of the ANcIENT oF Days.

« .

Thescene is before us, we'll join in the ¢horus,
Let worldsand all beings anite in the song,
To God, thé ereator of wisdom and nature,
And ages eternal the anthem prolong.
But when armies terrestrial, ana squadrons celestial,
Shalt echothmuah heaven with music- serene,
The majestic story fallsshort of its glory,
And silence expressive shall move on the scene,
c? '
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SCIENCE.
Gomposed for this work by eompanion s. Bm'vn‘.

Waren SCIENCE first came to enlighten mankind,
She sought, through the woild, for a home to her miud,
Where Gexi1us might lend her the aid of his fire,

And ART, with her generoua efforts, conspire.

She landed, ut first, on the banks of the Nile ;
Then visited Tyrus, the sea-circled Isle ;

In Greece she had travelled, but fled, in despair,
Of finding her favourite residence there.

\ .
At length, half resolved to remount on her wing,
She bear(i of the wisdom of Israel’s king, =
Then straight to Moriah she hied her away,

»  And high, on its summit, recumbeot she lay.

P Sl ol 4
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King Solomon saw her reclined on the cliff,

And sent the glad message to Hiram Abiff,
Who flew to the Vision that blazed on his sight,
And clasp’d to his bosom the spirit of Light.

She taught him'the use of the compass and square,
And how to erect the grand columsn in air ;

She taught him to wark hy the level and line,

And gave him the corn, and the oil, and the wine,

She led him by threes, and by fives, snd by sevens,

And show’d him the pathway that leads to the heavenc,
Where sits the GRaAND MAs¥RR who surely will know.
The craft that have zealously serv’d him below.
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 CHAPTER VIL. .
MASTER MASON’S DEGREE.

GENERAL REMARKS.

Frox this class the rulers of regular bodies of Masons, in
the fivst three degrees, are selected. The lectare is divided
into- thiee sections. o

SECTION BIRST.

The ceremony of raising a brother to this degree is here
particularly specified, a,nﬁ mach important instruction is
<communicated in this section.

The following passage of scriptare is employed during the
ceremonies.

@ Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth,
while the evil days comejnot, nor the yenrs draw nigh, when
thou shalt eay, 1 have no pleasure ih them.

¢¢ While the sun, or the light, of thg moon, or the stars, be
not darkened, nor the clouds retul after the rain: :

% In the day when the keepers of the house shalltremble,
and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders

" ceuse because they are few, and those that look out of the

windows be darkened. .

« And the doors shall be shut in the streefs, when the
sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice
;)f the bird, and all the daughters of music shall be brought

ow. :

“ Also when they shall be afraid of that 'which is high,
and fears shall be in the way, and the almond:tree shall
flourish, and the gradshopper shall be a burden, and desire
shall fail ; because man goeth to his long home, and the
motrners go about the streets. ’ )

#Or ever the silver cord he loosed, or the golden bow!
be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the
svheel be Broken at the cistern. o

“ Thenshall the dust return to the earth asit'was; antf
the spirit sirall return te Gad who gave it.”’

.

_di
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Theé working tools of a master Muson are all the imple-
ment; of the craft indiscriminately, but more especially the
trowel. ) :

The TROWEL is an instrument used, by the operative buil-
der, to spread the cement Wwhich unites tLe building into
one common mass ; hut we asfree and accepted Masone are
taught te make use of it for the more noble and important
purpose of spreading the cement of brotherly love and affec-
tion, that cement which unites ys into one sacred band, or
society of friends and brothers.

'$ECOND SECTION;

i This section recites the historical traditions of the order;
! presenting to view an example of virtue, fortitude, andin-
tegrity, seldom equalled, und never surpassed in the histo-
ry of man,
The following pasaages of scripture should be solemnly
recited by the master. -
% The :and of the Lord was upon me.and carried nre out
i the Spirit of the Lord, and set me down  in the midst of
the valléy which was full of boned® .
#* Andhe sai} unto me, ~on of mun, can these bones live?
And 1 answered, O Lo d God, thou knowest. -
“ Again he «aid anto me, Prophesy upon these bones,
and say uoto them, O ye dry bones. hear the word of the

- sThus saith the Lord God unto these bones, Behold, I
will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live.

« And 1 will lay sinews upon you, and wil bring yp flesh
upon vou, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you,
and ye shaii live : and ye shall know that I am the Lord.

«8o | prophesied u{vas commanded : and as I prophe-
sied,there was a noise, and behold, a shaking, and the bones
came togetber, bone to his bone. .

¢ Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, pro-

, pliesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the
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Lord God, Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain,that they may live.

%80 | prophesied as he commanded me, ard the breath
came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their
feet, an exceeding great army.”

Prayer at raiving. .
¢ Thou, O God ! knowest our down-sitting and our up-
. rising, and understandest our thoughts afar off. Shield -

und defond us from the evil intentions of our enemies, and
support us under the trials and afflictions we are destin-
-<d_ to endure, while travelling through this vale of tears.
Man that is born of a woman is of _i‘eu days, and full of
trouble. He cometh forth as a flower, and is cut down ; he .
fleeth also asa shadow; and continueth not. Seeing his
days are determined, the number of his months are with
thee, thou hast appointed his boundsthat he canuot pass;
turo from him that he may rest, till he shall accomplish
his day. For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down,
that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch there
of will not cetise. But man’ dieth and’ wasteth away; yea,
man giveth up th» ghost, and where ishe? As the waters
fail from the sea, aud the flood decayeth and drieth up, so
man lieth down, and riseth not up till'ihe heavens shall be
nomore. Yet, O Lord ! have compassion on the children
of thy creation, administer them comfort in time of trouble,
and save them with an everlasting salvation. Amen. So
mote it be.”

THIRD SECTION

In this section many particulars relative to king Solo-
mon’s temple are considered, and likewise certain hiero-
ﬂy:)hied emblems illustrated. calculated to extend the

wledge and promote the virtue of the craft.

POT OF INCENSE.

This is an emblem of a pure heart, which is a sacrifice
.ever aoceptable to God. As this glows with fervent heat, .
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. g0 should our hearts continually glow with gratitude to the

beneficent Author of our being, for the manifold blessings

we enjoy. .
BEE-HIVES )

This is gu emblem of induatry, and recommends the prac-
tice of that virtue to all created beings, from the bri
seraph in heaven, to the vilest reptile in the dust. Man
~ wan formed for active and social life ; and he that refuses or
- neglects toadd to the common stock of useful knowledge, is
~ a useless member of the community, and may be treated as &

drone in the hive of Nature.
Book of Conastlitutiens guarded by the sword.

_ 'This emblem reminds us that we should ever be watch«
ful and guarded, in our thoughts, words, and actions, par-
ticularly when before the enemies of masonry ; ever bear<

~ ingin mind those truly masonic virtues, silence and circum-

SWORD POINTED TO A NAKED HEART.
‘This may admonish us, that, although mercy may follow
- us, whether we be or bad ; there is a time appointed
when the sword of juetice shall overtake the guilty.

AIL-SERING EYE.
Though we imagine that our sctions and our motives
?Lare nid from the knowledge of all beings but outselves,
"there is an EYE above that pervades the most secret receszes
of the heart. .

- ANCHOR AND ARK, .
~ These are emblems of a well grounded hope anda well
_ spent life.i§iThey remind us of that divine ark of safety
" which us_securely over this sea of troubles ; and of
! that amchor which shall safely moor us in a peaceful har-
bour, « where the wicked cease from troubling and the wea-
| ry ave at rest.”’
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PYTHAGOREAN PROBLEN.

When the philosopher Pythagoras had demonstrated the :
problem, that “in every right angled triangle, the square
described upon the side opposite the right angle is egual to
the sum of the squares of the two remaining sides,” be ex-
claimed in the Greek language Eureka, I have found it ; and
inthe joy of his heart he sacrificed @ hecatomb.

THE HOUR-GLASS. .
This is an emblem of human life. Behold, how swiftly

-the sands are running, and how rapidly our lives are draw-

ing to a close ! in the short period of an hour the little parti-

. clesof sand are completely exhausted; thus wastes man !

% To-day, puts forth the tender leaves of hope, to-morrow,
blossoms ; the next day comes & frost and all the blushing
Ponour; fall before it.”’

THE SCYTHE.

Behold, what havoc the scythe of time is makizf among the
human race ! if we escape the nameless evilg of childhood,
and are preserved amid the threatening dangers of youth,
yet we must shortly fall, for the brittle thread will be sun-
dered and we shall launch into eternity. .

THREE STEPS.

This device on a master’s carpet is emblematical of the
three principal stages of human life, infancy, , and
decrepitude. In youth, as apprentices, we should search for -
knowledge ; in manhood, as crafismen, we should npp‘l} that.
knowledge to useful purposes ; that in the decline of life, ,
as master Masons, we may reflect with pleasure upont well
spent life, and die in hope of @ glorious immortality.

—— )

.
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CHARGE AT RAISWYG,
4 BroTHER, :

& Your zeal for the imtitu’tion of masonry, the prugress'

you have made in the mystery, and your tonformity to our
regulations, have pointed you out as a proper object of our
favour and esteem. -

+ You are now bound by duty, honour, and gratitude, to
be faithful to your trust; to support the dignity of your
character on every occasion ;and to enforce, by precept and
example, obedience to the tenets of the order.

« In the character of a Master Mason, you are authorized
to correct the errors and irregularities of your uninformed
brethren, and to guard them against a breach of fidelity.
To preserve the reputation of the fraternity unsullied, must
Be your canstant care, and for this purpose it is your pro-
vince to recommend to your inferiors, obedience and sub-
mission ; to your equals, courtesy and affability; to your
superiors, kindness and eondescension. Universal benevo-
lence you are always to inculcate ; and, by the regularity
"of your own behaviour, afford the best example for the con-
duct of others less informed. The ancient landmarks of the
order, intrusted to your care, you are carefully to preserve ;
and never suffer them to be infringed, or countenance a de-
‘viation from the established usages and customs of the fra-
ternity. o

o Yiur virtue, honour, und reputation are concerned in
supporting with dignity the chavacter you now bear. Let
no motive, therefore, make you swerve from your vows, or
betray your trust: but be true and faithful, and imitate the
-example of that celebrated artist whom you this evening
represent. Thus you will render yourself deserving of the

honour which we have conferred, and merit the coofidence -

. fhat we have repose: t”

L |
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NASTER MASON.

MASTER'S SONGS,

Selected and emended.

Not the fictions of Greece, nor the drexms of old Rome,
Shall with visions mislead, or with meteors consume ;
No Pegasus’ wings my short soaring missuide,

Nor raptures detain me on lelicon’s side.

Al clouds now dissolve ; from the east beams the day ;
‘Truth rises in glory and wakens the lay :

The eagle-eyes Muse sees the Light —f£ills the grove,
With the soug of Freemasons, of Friendship and Love.

Inapire] with the theme, the Divinity flies, o

And throned on a raiobow, before her arise

Past, Present, and Future—io splendid array,

And Masonic succession, their pleasures display ;

She views murder’d meri! by ruffiau hand fall,

Anud the grare give its dead up, al fellowship’s call,
While the craft, by their badges, their innocence prove,
- And the song of Freemasons is Friendship and Love.

From ages remote, see the muse speeds her flight,

‘To bask in the sunshine of mystical kight ;

In freedom and friendship—~the brotherhood stam,
While the splendours of virtae illumine the land,

From darkoess mysterious the world sees the day,
While friendship’s bright beamas chase the vapours away,
And the Lodge here below joins the chorus above,

In shouting Freemasonry, Friend hip, and Love.

That the fulure may keep what the present bestows,
In rapture prophetic the Guddess arose ;
As she sung through the skies, angels echoed the sound,
And winds bore the notes to the regions around ;
‘The grand proclamation our song shall repeat,
¢¢ That Masons for ever in harmony meet ; '
*¢ And till Time be no more, our fralernity prove,
« That the objects we aim at sre Friendship and Love.
. D
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Compesed for thés werk by Cesn S. Brown.
Ix the slumbers of night, when the craft are at resf,
And e’en in the quarries the gavel is still,
Ah! what is that seund thatl hear in the west,
And what is that veice that resounds from the Aill 2
Again and again—through the forest it rolls ;
Some spirit I fear from its prison has fled ;
Some spectre, escaped from the region of souls ;
Seme sinewless form of the slumbering dead !

The crumb’ling earth moves, and a whispering breath -
Steals soft through the silence that listens to hear;
The heavy clod falls, like the dull tread of death,
And tales df felt murder creep eold on the ear.
Perhaps 'tis some stranger, at night led astray,
Andlost in the gleom of the wide-spreading wood ;
Oh, no! ’tis a brother, assail’d on his way,
And ruffian hands reek in his innocent blood !

Ab,brother ! the fast flewing, heart-telling tear
Shall moisten the dust where the evergreen grows ;.
The Cassia unfading shall bloom round the year,
And tell where the ashes of merit repose.
Sleep, dust of the ancient ! till Nature expire,
And Nature’s Grand Master command thee to rise ;
Theu spring, like the Phoenix; from earth’s final fire,
And soar to the brilliant Grand Lodge in the skies,

CHAPTER VIIIL.
« +  MARK MASTER.

B  of GENERAL REMARKS.
¥ means of this degree, every operative brother was
kmown and distinguished,’at' the erection of king Selo-

I
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mon’s temple, by the Sesior  Grond Werden. Disorder
und confusion were thas banished from among the werk-
men, aod every part of the workmaunship was discrimi-
nated with the greatest nicety, and with the utmost fucili-
ty. The fauity workman was detected, and the overseer
was enabled to distinguish the industrious and skilful frem
theindolent and undeserving.

GHARGE AT OPENING.

¢ Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all malice, and guile,
and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings.

“1fso be ye have tasted that the Lord ir gracious, to
whom coming as-unto a living stose, disallowed indeest
of men, but chosen of God, and precious ; ye also, as liv-
ing stoues, be ye built up in a spiritual house, an holy priest-
hood, to offer up sacrifices acceptable to God. .

¢ Wherefore, also, it is contained in the scriptures,
Behold, { lay in Zion, for a foundation, a tried stone, a
precious corner-stone, a .sure foundation ; he that believ-
eth shall not make haste to pass it over. Unto you there-
fore, which believe, it is an honour; and even to them
which be disobedient, the stone which the builders dis-
allow ed, the same is made the head of the corner.

& Brethren, this is the will of God, that with well do-
ing ye putto silence the ignorance of foolish men. As
free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of malicious-
nese, but as the servants of God. Honour all men, love
the brotherhood, fear God.”

BIRST SECTION.

This part of the lecture explains .the manner of open-
ing a Lodge of Mark Master Masons. The statioms and
duties of the respective officers are noticed—-and the
mystic ceremony of introducing a candidate is explained,
The number of artists employed by king Solomon are
specified ; the order that prevailed among them is ac-
counted for ; and fhe section emds with a beautiful dis-
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play of the aavwer ihawhivh-ene of the principel eveats
origindted whieh distingnish this deyree.
SECTION SECOND.

Here the Mark Master is particularly instructed in the
origin and history of the degree; and learns the extent of
his obligation, ta, extend the hand of reliefta a worthy
and necessitous brother.  An efectual mode of punishing
guilt and rewarding merit is here presented, and the
wmarks of distinction which were conferred on our ancient
brethren, as the rewards of excellence, are particularly
named. .~

The following Scriplural passages ere inlroduced.

% To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the-hid-
den manua, and | will give hima white stone, sud in that
stone a new name written, which no man knoweth, saving
he that receiveth it.”—Rev. ii. 17.

“ And we will cut wood out of Lebanon, as inuch ax
thou shalt need ; and will bring it to thee in floats, by ses,
to Joppa, and thou shalt carry it up to Jerusalem.'’—2
Chyon. ii. 16.

% The stone which the builders refused has become the

bead stone of the corner.”’—Psalm oxviii. 22. .

« Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which
the builders rejected is become the head of the corner ?”
Mokl xXi. 42.

¢ This is the stone which was set at nought of you
builders, which is become the head of the corner.” —/dels
iv. 11.

¢t He that hath an ear o hear lot him hear—Rev. iii, 13.

“Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the
outwgrd sanctuary which looketh towards the east ;f aml
it was shut.”’—Ezk. xliv. 1. .

It is for the prince ; the prince, he shall sit in it to eat
bread befage the Lord; he shall enter by the way of the
porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of the
same.”’— Exet. xliv, 3 .
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¢ And the Lord said unto me, Son of man, mgrk well,
and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears, all
that |say unto thee concerning all the ordinances of the
house of the Lord, and all the laws thereof ; and mark
well the entering in of the house, with every going forth
of the sanctuary.”-s-Egek. xliv. 5.

The working-tools of a Mark Master are the chizel and
niallet. '

« The ‘cHISEL morally demonstrates the advantages of
discipline and education. The mind, in its original state,
is like the native diamond, rude and unpolished : but as
the chisel soon discloses the latent beauties of the dia-
mond, so education discovers the latent virtues of the
mind, leading them forth into the boundless field of im-
provement, to aspire to the summit of human knowledge,
und learn our duty to God andman, »

The MALLET teaches to correct inequalities, remove
superfluities, and reduce man to his proper level, so that
by a quiel deportment he may, in the school of disci-
pline, learn to be content. hat the mallet is to the
workman, enlightened reason is to the passions; it curbs
ambition; it depresses envy; it moderates anger ; it en-
courages good dispositions : whence arises among goed
masons, that comely order— -

% Which nothing earthly gives, or can destroy,
¢ The soul’s calm sunshine, and the heart-felt joy.’’
CHARGE AT ADVANCING.
‘¢ BROTHER, :

‘1 congratulate you on having been thought worthy aof
being promoted to this honourable degree of masonry.
Permit me to impress it on your mind, that your sssiduity
should ever be commensurate with your duties, which
become more and more extensive as you advance in ma-
sonry.

““The. situation to which you are now promoted will
draw upon you not only.tl;e scrutinizing eyes of the

D
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waild a® large, bot those also of your brethren, on whom
this degree of masonry has'not been couferred. Al will be
justified in expectiug your conduct ind behaviour to b
such as may with safety be imitated. ’
¢ In-the honourable chtracter of mark mdster mason,
it is more particularly your duty to endeavour to let your
conduct in the lodge and ameng your brethren be such
as may stand the test of the grand overseer’s square, that
you may not, like the unfidished and jmperfect work of
the negligent and unfaithful of former times, be rejected
and thrown aside, as uafit for that spiritual building, thut
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
¢ While such is your conduct, should misfortunes as-
sail you, should friends forsake you, should envy tradice
_ your good name, and malice persecute you ; yet may you
h%e confidence, that amagg mark master masons you
wifl find friends who will administer relief to your dis-
tresses, and comfort your afflictions; over bearing in
mind, as a consolation under all the frowns of fortune; and
a8 an encouragement o liope for better prospects, that
the stone which the builders rejected (postessing merits
to them unknown) became the chief stone of the corner.”
Previous {o closing, the follirwing parable s recited.
¢ For the kingdom of heéaven is like unto a man that
is an householder, which went out early in the morning
to hire lahourers into his vineyard. And when he had
agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent themn
into his vineyard. And e went out about the third hour,
and saw others standing idle in. the market place, and
8aid unto them, Go ye also intd the vineyard, and what-
soever is right [ will give you. Aud they went their way.
Again he went dbout the sixth and ninth hour, and did
likewisé. And about the eleventh hour he weit out and-
found others standing idle, and Baith unto them, Why
stand je here fll the day idle? They say unto him, Be-
cause no man hath hiredus. He saith unto them, Go ye
@lso into the Vineyard, and whatsoever is right, that shall

o 3
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ye receive. So when even was come, the lord of the
vigeyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and
ive them their hire, beginning from the ‘Jast u;

t. And when they came that were hired about the
eleventhb hour, they receivéd every man a penny. But
when the first came, they supposed that they should have
received more, and they likewise received every man a

-

penny. And when they had received it, they murmured"

inst the good man of the house, saying, These last hute
:vsr::ught but one hotir, and thou hast made them equal

unto us, which hdve borne the burthen and heat of the day,

Buthe answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do th

wrong : didst thou not agree with me for a penny? “T'ake
that thine is, and go thy way ; I will give unto this last even
as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what 1 will with

last shall be first, and the firat last : for many bé called,
few chosen”—Mal!. xx. 1—16. e

L
L

mine own ? Is thine eye evilpecause [ am good? 8o m e

i

MARK MASTER’S SONGS. ~

BY BROTHER T. S. WEBB.

Selected.
MAaRK MASTERS, all appear
Before the Chief O’erseer,
rt move ;
" Let him your work inspect,
For the Chief Architect ;
If there is no defect,
He will approve.

Those who Liave pass’d the Square,
For your rewards prepare ;

Join hear: and hand ;
Each with his mark in view,
March with the just and trus ;
Wagesto you are due,

At your command,
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B Hiram, the widow’s son,
Sent unto Solomon
Our great key-stone,
On which appears the name
That raises high she fame
Of all to whom the same
Is truly known.

Now to the westward move,
Where full of strength and love,
Hiram doth stand ;
But if impestors are
Mix’d with the worthy there,
Caution them to beware
Of the right hand.

rl
Now to the praise of those
Who triumph’d o’er the foes
Of Masone’ arts ; ~
To the praiseworthy three,
*  Who founded this degree ;
May all their virtues
Deepin our hearts.

Selected and revised by Com. S. Brewn.

'Yz dall, plodding mortals, give o’er yeur conjectures,
Since Freemasons’ secrets ye canuot obtain ; ’
Ye know not our signs, nor our words, nor our leclures,
And will not as long as the world shall remain:
Here friendship inviting,
Here Freedom delighting, .
Our moments in innocent mirth we employ ;
Come, see, Masons’felicity,
Working and singing with hearts full of joy.
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e live like 4 bawdl +f affectivnate brothors, -
Whose fither is God, and whose honte is the skies;
We heed net the lové or the hatred of others;
*T'is only the love of the Craft we can prizs :
No envy, or quarrels, o
Shall e’er blast our laurels,
No passion our pleasares shall ever annoy ;
Come, see, Masons’ felfcity,
‘Working and singing with hearte full of joy.
- To aidone another we always are ready,
Our rites and our secrets we carefully guard :
The Lodig): to support, we like pillars are steady,

No Babel-contusion our work shall tetard,
Ye mortals, come hither, = *
Aseemble together,

And taste of those pleasures that never can cloy ;
Come, see, Masons’ felicity, .
‘Working and singing with hearts full of joy.
‘We are tn our master for ever obedient ;
Whenever he calls to the Lodge we repair;
Experience has taught, that it’s always expedient,
o live within compass, and act on the square.’
Let mutual agreement,
Be Froemason’s cement,
Untilthe whole univerta time shall destroy ¢
Then, see, Masons’ felicity,
Rising and singing with hearts full of joy.

CHAPTER IX.

" PRESENT OR PAST MASTER.
GENEBAL REMARKS,

Ta® degree of Present or Past Master treats of the
government of our society ; the disposition of its offieers ;

~
.
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and their requisite qualifications. ‘The ceremeny of vpen-
ing and cloying lbdges in the several preceding degrees, and
and the forms of installations and consecrations, in the
grand Lodge, are explained. It comprehends the cere-
ionies at laying foundation stones of public buildings,
and also at funerils and at dedications, in a variety of
particul.rs, : .

-.

SECTION FIRST: ‘

This part of the lecture contains the ferm of a pefition
for a warrant, or charter, for a Master’s Lodge. The cere-
monies of titution and ideration, together with a
grand procession, are displayed. :

When a Lodge is conststuted, if the grand Master at-
tends the ceremony, it issaid to be performed in ample
JSorm; if the deputy vnly attends, it is done in due form ;
}f the master of a subordinate lodge presides, it is done in

orm. '

SECOND SECTION.

Here the ceremeny of installation is presented.

The master elect is addressed by the presiding officer as
follows :
¢ BROTHER, . . )

Previous to your investiture, it is necessary that you
should signify vour assent to those ancient charges and
r:gulations which point out the duty of a master of a
l ‘,) .

'l"glele grand master then reads, or orders to be read, a
summaty of the ancient chargeslo-the mastér elect, as fols
lows, viz

1.—You ugree to be 3 good man and true, and strictly

" to obey the moral law.

i[.—You apree to be a peaceable subject, and cheer-
t'ull.‘yl to conform to the laws of the couatry ia which you
regide, : . :
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. Ul.—You' promise not to be. concerged in plots And
conspiracies against government, bat patiently to sobmit to
the decisions of the supreme legislature.

IV.—You agree to pay a proper respect to the eivil ma-
gistrate, to work diligently, live creditably, and act honour. -
ablv by all men.

V.—You agree to hold in veneration the original rulers
and patrons of the order of mesonry, and their regular
successors, eupreme and snbordinate, according to their
stations ; and to submit to the twardu and resolutions of

. your brethren when comvened, in every case oonmtent
with the constitutions of the order.

Vi.—Youagree to avoid private piques and qnmels, lnd
to a uard against intemperance and excess

Hl.—You agree to be cautious io camage and- be-
{uvnour, courteoul to your brethren, and faithful to your

e

. VilL.—You promise to respect genuine brethren, and to

t impostors, and all dissenters from the ori-
gival plan of nasoury.

X.—you agree to promote the general good of society,
to cultivate the social virtues, and to propagate the kmowle

ed% of the art.
—You promise to pay homtgo to the grand master
for the time being, and to his officers when duly installed ;
and strictly to couform to every edict of the grand lodge.
or general assembly of Masens, that is not subversive of
the principles and groundwork of masenry.

X1,— You admit that it is net in the power of any man,
orbodyofmn, to make innovations in the body of

le—Yon promisea regular :ttendlm on the commit-
tees and communications of the on receiving
proper notice, axd to pay attention to -ll e duties of Ma-
sonry, on convenient occasjons.

Xii.—You admit that no new ledge shall be formed
without permission of the grand lodge: and that no
countenance be given to any irregular ledge, or to any
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person clandertinely initinted. therein, being coatrary te
the ancient ¢im of the order. b

XIiV.—Youn it that ne person can be regularly made
a Masos iny or admilted a tsember of, any regular Lodge,
without previous netice, and due inguiry iato his chamae-
ter. - - .

XV.—You agree that no visiters shall be received idto
your Lodge withoul due examinatien, and preducing prep-
fr vou?!xen of their having been. initistetis a regular

The master, having sigaifed his asost to the for
{ng regulalions of Masonry, is further addressed as fol-

ows ;

*¢ Do you submjt to these charges and promise to cen-
form’to these reguiations as all masters have deme before
vou? . o
The master, assenting, is further addressed :
¢ Brother A B,

¢ In conseguence of your cheerfal conformity to the
foregoing regulations of the order, you ave siow to be in.
stalled master of this Lodge, in full confidence of your care,
shill, and capacity to govern the same.”

The new master is then regularly invested with the
insignia of his office, and is presented with the furnitare
and implements of his Lodge. These implements are fi-
lustrative of owr various daties in life, and ar¢ carefully
explained. ‘ T

¢ The Holy Bibie, the first and light in Masonry,
will gaide you into dll trath; it will direct your steps
to the semple of happiness ; aud point oat to yeu the wirole
daty of man.”? '

¢ The square teaches to regulate your ocenduct and
hnrmou”u your actions by the principles of mérality: aind
vi : . : )

t‘t‘ The compasses teach us to limit oue du;‘ns in elvery
station, rising te eminence merit ; thet, having: lived
respacted, we may die ugmtt{d." i L
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4 The rule directs that we should pamstually observe
our doty ; press forward in the path of virtue, inclining
neither to the right hand nor to the left; and continuaily

eternity in view.'? . : :

«The hne is the symbol of moral rectitude, leading
our steps to immortality.’’

s The Book of Constitutions you are to search at al
times, and cause it to be read in your lodge.”’ .

¢ Lastly you receive the by-laws of your lod;e, which
you ure to see carefully and punctually execated.’

CHARGE TO A NEWLY INSTALLED MASTER.

¢ WORSHIPFUL MASTER,

« The grand lodge having committed to your care the
superintendence and government of the brethren who are
to compose this new lodge, you cannot be insensible *of
the obligations which devolve on you, as their head ; nor
of your responsibility for the faithful discharge of the im-
portant duties annexed to your appointment.

% The honour, reputation, and usefulness of your lodge
will materially depend on the skill and assidaity with
which you manage its concerns: while the happiness of
its members will be generally promoted, in proportion to
the zeal and ability with which you propagate the genu-
ine principles of our institution. :

s For a pattern of imitation, consider the great lumi-

of mature, which, rising in the east, regularly dif-

tuses light and lustre to all within its circle. In like man-
_mper it is your province to spread and commanicate light
and instruction to the brethren of your lodge. Foreiily
impress upon them the dignity and high importance of
masonry ; and seriously admonish them never to disgrace
it. Crarge them to practise, out of the lodge, those du-
ties which they have been taught ¢n it; and by amiable,
discreet, and virtuous conduct, to convince mankind of
the goodness of the institution; so that when any one is
said to be a member of it, the world may know that he is

. E



30 PAST MASTER.

one to whom the burthened heart may pour out its sor-
rows ; to whom distress may prefer its suit ; whose hand is
guided by justice, and his heart expanded by benevo-
lence. Inshort, by a diligent observance of the by-laws
of your lodge, the coustitutions of masonry, and.abeve

all the Holy Scriptures, which are given as a rule and

guide to your faith, you will be enabled to acquit your-
self with honour and reputation, and lay up a crown of
rejoicing, which shall continue . when time shall be no
more,”’

The foregoing charge as well as thote which follow
are given after the respective jewels are presented, by
the grand officer of corresponding rank,

SENIOR WARDEN.

« Brother C D, you are appointed Senior Warden of
this new lodge, and are now invested with the ensign of
your office.

¢ The level demonstrates that we are descended from
the same stock, partake of the same nature, and share
the same hope; and though distinctions among men are
necessary to preserve subordination, yet no eminence of
station should make us forget that, we are brethren ; for
he who is placed on the lowest spoke of fortune’s wheel
may be entitled to our regard; because a time will come,
and the wisest knows not how soon, when all distinctions,
but that of goodness, shall cease ; and death, the grand
leveller of human greatness, reduce us to the same state.

¢“Your regular attendence on our stated meetings is
essentially necessary; in the absence of the master, you
are to govern this lodge ; in his presence, you are to assist
him in the government of it. I firmly rely on your know-
ledge of masonry, and attachment to the lodge, for the
faithful discharge of thé duties of thjs important trust.—
Look well to the West.
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. JUNIOR WARDEN.

“ Brother E F, you are appointed Junior Warden
of this new lodge ; and are now iuvested with the badge of
your office.

¢ The plumb admonishes us to walk nprightly in our sev-
eral stations, to hold the scale of justice in equal poise, to
observe the just medinm between istemperance aud pleas-
ure, and to make our passions and prejudices coincide withi
‘the line of our duty.

% To you, with such assistance as may be necessary, is
intrusted the examination of visiters, and the reception
of candidates. To you is also committed the superintend-
ence of the craft duriog the hours &f refreshment ; it is
therefore indispensably neceesary that you should not only
bg temperate and discreet, in the indulgence of your own
inclinations, but carefully observe that none of the eraft be
suffered to convert the purposes of refreshment into intem-
perance and excess.

“ Your regular and punctual attendance is particalarly
requested ; and [ have no doubt that you will faithfully ex-
ecate the duty which yon owe to your present appointment.
~Look well o the South !’

¢ BROTHER SENIOR AND JUNIOR WARDENS,

« You are too well acquainted with the principles of ma-
sonry to warrant any apprehension that you will be found
wanting in the discharge of your respective duties Suf-
fice it to mention, that what you have seen preiseworthy
in others you should earefully imitate ;-and what in them
may bave appeared defective you should- in yourselves
amend. You should be examples of good order and
regularity ; for it is enly by a due rezard to tie laws
in your own conduct, that you can expect obedience
to them from others. Yon are essiduously to assist
the master in the discharge of his trust; diffusing
light, and imparting know.edge, to all whom he shall
pface under your care. In the absence of the mastor,
you will succeed to higher duties; your acquirements
must therefore be such, as that the craft may never suffer
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for want of proper instraetion. - From the spirit which you
have hitherto evinced, I entertain no doubt that your future
conduct will be such as to merit the applause of your breth«
reh, and the testimony of a good conscience.”

: THE TREASURER.
% Brother G H, you are appointed Treasurer of this new

" lodge. 1t is your duty to receive all moneys from the hands

RS

of the secretary, keep just and regular accounts of the same,
and pay them out at the worshipful master’s will and
pleasure, with the consent of the lodge. I trust your re.
gard for the fraternity will prompt you to the faithful dis-
charge of the duties gf your office.”’ L. .

: THE SECRETARY. . :

% Brother I.K, you are appointed Secretary of this new
lodge. ‘It is your duty to obscrve the worshipful master's
will and pleasure, to record the proceedings of the lodgd; to
receive all moneys, and pay them into the hands of the treas.
urer.

 Your good inclination to masonry and this lodge, I
bope, will induce you to discharge your office with fidelity,
and by so doing you will mepit the esteem and applause of
your brethren.’

. THE DEACONS. .

Brothers L M and N O, you are appointed Deacons of
this new lodge It is your pravince to attend on tire mas-
ter and -wardens, and to act as their proxies in the active
duties of the lodge ; such as in the reeeption of candidates
into the different degrees of masonry ; the introduction
and accommodation of visiters, and in. the immediate
practice of our rites. Those columns, as badges of your
office, I trust to your care, not doubting your vigilance and
attention.

THE STEWARDS.
4 Brothers P Q and R 8, you are appointed Stewards of
this- new lodge. The duties of your office are, to assiat
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in the collection of dues and subscriptions, to keep an ac-
count of the lodge expenses, to ‘see that the tables are
properly furnished at refreshment, and that every bro-
ther is suitably provided for ; and generally to asist the
deacons and other officers in performing their respective

duties. Your regular and early attendance will afford the -

best proof of your zeal and attachment to the lodge.”’

o The TILER' is then appointed, end receives the imple-
ment of his office, with a short charge :

“Brother A B, you are appointed tiler of this lodge,

and 1 invest you with the implement of your office. It

reminds you that it is always the duty of a Vason to set
a goard at the avenue of his thoughts; to post a centinel
«at hislips, and to keep a watch over his actions.

¢ Your early and puoctual attendance will afford the
truest evidence of your zeal for the institution.”’

CHARGE TO THE BRETHREN.

s¢Sach is the nature of our constitution, that as some
‘must of necessity rule and’ teach, so other must of course
Yearn to subimt and obey. [Humility in both is an essen-
tial duty. The officers who are appofnted to gosern your
e are sufficiently conversant with the rules of pro-
priety, and the laws of the institution, to avoid exceed-
g the powers with which they are’ intrusted ; and you
-are of too generous dispositions to.envy their preferment.
I therefore trust that you will have but one aim. to please
each otKer, and unite in the grand design of being happy,
and communicating happiness.
¢Finally, my brethren, ar this aseociation has been
formed and perfected in so much unanimity and concord,
in which we greatly rejoice, so may it long continue.
| May you long enjoy every satisfaction and delight which
disinterested friendship can afford. May kindness and
‘brotherly sffection distinguish your conduct as men and
as masons. Within your pepaceful walls, may your chil-
dren’s children celebrate wizth joy and gratitude the
E -

1
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!
transactions of this auspicious solemnity. And may the
- tenets of our proféssion be transmitted through your
lodgs., pure and unimpaired, from generation to genera-
_ tion. ’ . ‘
SECTION THIRD.

- In this section we are instructed into the manner of
" laying the foundation stone of public structures, and the
. form of processiin on these accasions,  The following invo-
" cation is offered by the grand master:
"« May the all-bountiful Author of nature bless the in-
¢ habitants of this place, with all the necessaries, conven-
iences and eomforts of life; assist in the @rection and
. completion of this building; protect the workmen against
every accident, and lqng preserve this structure from
" decay; and grant to us all a needed supply of the corn of
nourishment, the wine of refreshment, and the oil of joy..
. So mote it be "’ * '

SECTION FOURTH.

' Here the ceremony of dedication of Masonic Halls is-

. particularly described; bat, in a work like this, a display
of this section is deemed unnecessary.
SECTION FIFTH.

. Inthis place the funeral ceremony, agreeable to ancient
. custom is described.

No mason can be interred with the formalities of the
order, unless it be by his own special request, communi-
. cated to the master of the lodge of which he died a mem-
ber, foreigners and sojourners excepted; nor unless he
has been advanced to the third degree: of masonry; and
from this restriction there can be no ‘exception. Fellow-
crafts or apprentices are not entitled to funeral obse-
quies, nor to attend the masonic procession on such occa-
sions. Lo
The master of a lodge, having received notice of a
master mason’s death, and of his request to be interred

ot vt T oTmwe s 7
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with the ceremonies of the order, fixes the day and hour
for the funeral, and issues his command to summon the
lodge. He may invite asmany lodges as he ihinks pro-
- per, and the members of those lodges may accompany
their officers in form; but the whole ceremony must be
under the direction of the master of the lodge to which
‘the deceased belonged, and he and his officers must be
duly honoured, and pheerfully obeyed, on the occasion.
Bat 4in ‘case the deceaed was not a member of either of

the attending lodges, the procession and ceremony must '
®e .under the direction of the -master of the oldest lodge.

‘e The Funeral Service. Py

“The Brethren being assembled at the lodge” room, (or -

some other convenient place,)the presiding master opens
2he lodge, in the third degree, with the usual forms, and

‘having stated the plirpose of the meeting, the service be-,
ns. : \ .
‘I.Uader. «What mah is he that liveth, and shall not

sce death? Shall he deliver his soul .from the hand of

the grave?’’ o
e. ¢Man walketh in a vain shadow ; he heap-
eth up riches, and cannot . tell who shall gather them,”
Master. “ When he dieth, be shall carry nothing away;
his Ig‘:ory shall not descend after him.”’
. Rosponse. “Naked he came into the world, and naked
he must return.’’ )
Master. ¢ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of the Lord !”

rand honours are then given, aad certain fornin'

The
Vo used, w%ich cannot be here explained. .

The master then, taking the sacred roll in his hand,
nys, ) .
“Lot_us die the death of the righteous, and let our last

- .end be like his}” L

The brethren answer,

v



“r .

56 PAST MASTER.

“God is bar Ged for ever and ever ; he will be our
guide even uato death!” -

The master then records the name andage of the de-
ceased upon the roll, and says, \ .

¢ Almighty Father! into thy hands we commend the
soul of our loving brother.” o

The brethren answer three times, (giving the grand
honours each time,

¢ The will of is accomplished ! so be it.”
. The master then deposits the roll in the archives, and
repeats the following prayer :

« glorious God! author of all good,gg8d giver of
all mefty ! pour down thy blessings upon us, and strength«
en our sgplemn engagements with the ties of sincere afs
fection! May the present instance of mortality rémind us
of our approaching fate, and draw our attention toward-
thee, the only refuge in time of neediisthat, when the aw.
ful moment shall arrive, that we are about to quit this
transitory scene, the enlivening prospect of thy mercy
may dispel the gloom of death; and after our departure
hente in peace and in thy favour, we may bé received
into thine everlasting kingdom, to enjoy, in tnion with
the souls of our departed friends, the rewatds of a pi«
ous and virtuous life. Amen,”

A procession is then formed, which moves to the houss
of the deceased, and from thence to the place of inter-
ment, The different lodges rank according to seniority,
excepting that the lodge of which the deceased was a
member walks nebrest the corpee. Each lodge forms one
division, and the following order is observed :

ORDER OF PROCESSION AT A FUREBAL-

Tiler, with a Drawn Sword;
Stewards, with White Rods;
Musicians (if they are M:ason»s otherwise they foflew the
. tiler):
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* - MasterMasons; -
Senior and Junior Deacons :
Secretary and Treasurer ;
Senior and Junior Wardens ;
: - - Past Masters;
The Hboly Writings,on a cashion covered with black cloth,
cartied by the Oldest Member of the Lodge ;
The Master ;
: Clergy ;
with the insignia 57 placed thereon,
a ;

C . andtwog swords crossed;
"

] Pall Bearers ; E Pall Bearers.

The brethren are not to desert their ranks, or change
places, but keep in their different apartments. When
the procession arrives at the church-yard, the members
of the bbdge form a circle round the grave, and the clergy-
man and officers of the acting lodge, taking their station
at the head of the grave, and the mourners at the foot,
" the service is resumed, and the following exhortation

iven :
gl“.l-lere we view a strikinf instance of the uncertainty
of lifs, and the vanity of all human pursuits. ‘The last
effices paid to the dead are only useful as lectures to the
living ; from them we are to derive instruction, and con-
sider every solemnity of this kind as a summons to prepare
for our approaching diseolution.

¢¢ Notwithstanding the various mementos of mortality
with which we daily meet ; notwithstanding death has es- «
tablished his empire over all the works of nature; yet ’
through some unaccountable infatuation we forzet that we
are born to die: weg> on from one design to another,
add hope ‘o hope, and lay out plans for the employment
of many years, till we are suddenly alarmed with the
approach of death, whin we least expect Him,and at an
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hour whish we pesbably conglude to be the meridan of
our existence. :

“ What are all the externals of majesty, the pride of
wealth, or charms of beauty, when nature has pail her
just debt? Fix your eyes on the last scene, and view life
stript of her ornuments, and exposed in her natural nean-
ness; you will then be convinced of the futility <f :hose
empty delusions. In the grave, all fallacies are detectel, all
ranks are levelled, and all distinctions are done away.

¢ While we drop the sympathetic tear over the grave
of our deceased friend, let charity incline us to thnw a
veil over his foibles, whatever they may bave been, and
not weithhold from his ‘memory the praise thdt his virtues
may have claimed. Suffer the apologies of human nature
to plead his bebalf. Perfection on earth has neser been
attained ; the wisest as well as the best of men have err-

¢¢Let the present example ex&ite our most syrious
thoughts, and strengthen our resolutions of amen(ment.
As life is uncertain, and all earthly pursuits are vain, let
us no longer postpone the important concern of prepring
for eternity, but embrace the happy moment. while time
and opportunity offer, to provide against the great chaige,
when all the pleasures of this world shall cease to del;ﬁ,
‘and the reflections of a virtaous life yield the only confort
and consolation, Thus our expectations will not be [rus-
trated, nor we hurried unprepared into the presence of an
all-wise and powerful Judge, to whom the secrets of all
hearts are known.

¢ Let us, while .n this state of existence, support with pro-
priety the character of our profession, advert to the nature
of our solemn ties, and pursue with assiduity the sacred
tenets of our order. Then, with becoming reverence,

_let us supplicate the divine grace to ensure the favour

of that eternal Being, whose goodness and power know
no bound; that when the awfal moment arrives, be
it soen or late, we may be cnubled to prosecute our
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Jjourney, without dread or apprehension, to that far dis-
tant country whence no traveller returns.”’

The following invocations are then made by the Mas-
ter :

Master. ¢« May we be true and faithful ; and may we
live and die i love !’ .

Ansuer. “ So mote it be.”’

Master. +May we profess what is good, and always
act agreeably {o our profession !’

Answer. So mote it be.”

Master. “ May the Lord bless us, and prosper us;
and [may all our good intentions be crowned with suc-
cess !

Ansver. *So mote it be.”’

Masier. “Glory be to God on high! on earth peace!
good will towards men.”

Ansver. “So mote it be, now, from heaceforth, and
for ever more,”

The brethrsn then move in procession round the place
of intesment, and severally drop a eprig of evergreen into
the grave, accompanied with the usual honours, .

The master then concludes the ceremony at the grave,
in the following words :

“ From time immemorial it has been the custem among
the fraternity of free and ancepted masons, at the request
of a brother, to accompany his corpse ton:‘ne place of in-
terment, and there to deposit his remains with the usual
formalities.

. “In conformity to this usage, and at the special re-
quest of our dedeased brother, whose memory we revere,
and whose loss we now deplore, we have assembled in
. the character of Masons, to resign his bedy to the earth
whence it oame, and to offer up to his memory, before
world, the last tribute of our affection; thereby demon-
strating the sincerity of our past esteem, and our steady
attachment to the principles of the order. )
*
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“The great Creator having been pleased, out of his
mercy, toremove our brother from the cares and treubles
of a transitory existence, to a state of eternal duration,
and thereby to weaken the chain, by which we are anited,
man, to man; may we, who sarvive him, anticipate our
approaching fate, and be more strongly cemented in the
ties of union and friendship; that, during the short space
allotted to our present existence, wWe may wisely and use-
fully employ our time ; and, in the reciprocal intercourse
ofkind and friendly acts, matually promote the welfare and
happiness of each other.

“ Unto the grave we resign the body of our deceased
friend, there to remain until the general resurrection; in
favourable expectation that his immortal sonl may then:
partake of joys which have been prepared for the right~
eous from the beginning of the world. And may Alnighty
God, of his infinite goodness, at the grand tribunal of un-
biassed justice, extend his mercy towards him, snd all
of us, and crown our hope with everlasting bliss in the
expanded realms of a boundless eternity! This- we I.:a, for
. the honour of His name, to whom be glory, now for
ever. Amen.”

Thus the service ends, and the processios returns in
~ form to the place whence it set out, where the necessa-
ry duties are complied with, and the business of ma
is renewed. The insignia and ornaments of the dec
~ if an officer of a lodge, are returned to the master with the
usual ceremonies, after which the charges for regulating
the conduct of the brethren are reh and the lodge is
closed in the third degree.

Songs selectel for this work.

HAiL Masenry divine !
Glory of ages shine;
Long may’st thou reign.
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. Where’er thy lodges stand,
May they have gredat command,
Andy always graee the land,
Thot art divihe!
‘Great fabrics etill arise,
And grace the azure skies ;
Great ure thy schemes :
Thy noble orders are
Matchless beyond cempare ;
.Noart with thee can share,
Thou Art Divine!.

Hiram the architect,
Did all the craft direct,
How they should baild ;
Sol’mon, great Israel’s king, °
Chorus

Did mighty blessings bring,
i Three times. -

And left us room to sing,
Hail, Royal Art! h

The Mason’s Adicu, by brether Burns.

Api1Ev,a heart-fond, warm, adieu,
Ye brothers of the mystic tie;
Ye favour’il and eplighién’d few,
Conipaniotis ¢f my social joy; -
Though | to foreign lands must hie,
Pursuing fortane’s slippery ba’ :
With melting heart and brimfu’ eye,
P11 mind you still when far awa’.
Oft have I met your social band,
. To speud a cHigerful, festive night, -
Oft hoaour’d with supreme command,
’ Prelidipf o’er the sons of light :
. And by that hieroglyphic bright,
. . Whioh sone but craftamen ever saw, .
Strong memr’y on my heart shall write, .
Those happy scenes when far awn’.
. E
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Uay freedom, barmony, and love,
Cement yon in the grand design,
Beneath the Omniscient Eye above,
The glorious Arcbitect divine ;
That you may keep the unerring line,
8till guided by the plummet’s law,
“Till order bright completély shine,
Shall be my pray’r when far awa’.

And ye, farewell, whose merit claims
Justly the highest badge to wear,
May Heaven bless your noble names,
To Masonry and Friendship dear ;

My last request permit me here—
hen yearly ye’re assembled a’,
One round, I ask it with a tear,
To him, your friend that’s far awa.?

And ye, kind-hearted sisters fair,

I sing farewell to all your charms,
‘The impression of your pleasing air,

With rapture oft my bosom warms.
Alas! the social winter’s night

No more returns while breath [ draw,
-*Till sisters, brothers, all unite,

In that Grand Lodge that’s far awa’.

m——
CHAPTER X,
MOST EXCELLENT MASTER,

' GENERAL REMARKS.

-‘Nowz but the meritoriews and praissworthy ; mone but
s who, throngh diligence and isdustry, have pro-
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fredsed far towards perfection; nbne but those whe have
seuted in the Oriental Chair, by the unazimous

suffrages of their brethren, can be admitted to this de-
gree ol masonry. . .

In its original establishment, when the temple of
Jerumlem was finished, and the fraternity celebrated the
cape stone with great joy, it is Jemonstrable that none
bat those, who | proved themselves to be completé
masters of their profession; were admitted to this honour;
4nd, indeed, the duties incumbent on every mason, who
is accepted and acknowledged as a most excellent mas- :
tor, are such as render it indispensable that he should -
have a perfect knowledge of all the preceding degrees.

One of the following ‘guuge‘n of scripture is rehedirsed
at opening, accompamed by solemn ceremonies:
" earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the
world, and they that dwelt therein. For he hath' founded
it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods, Who
shall ascend into the hill of the Liord > and who shall stand
in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure
heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor
sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the
Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
This is the generation «f them that seek him, that séek
thy face, O Jacob. Selah. Lift up your Leads, O yo gates,
and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, aml the King of
Glory shall come in. Who is this King of Glory? The
Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle. Lift
up your heads, O ye lfateo, even lift them up, ye eyer-

" Jasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in. Who
1§ this Kiog of Glory? The Lord of Hosts,heis the King
of Glory. 8elah.’’—Psalm xxiv. :

“1 was glad when they said unto me; Let us go into’
the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand within thy
gates, O Jemlaloa Jerusalem is builded as t:;ity that
# compaot together; whither the tribes go up, tril
of the Lord, unto the testimony of lsrufto Qe thnba’

- .

-
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F unto the name of the Lord. For there are set thrones of -

! jadznrent, the thrones of the kouse of Navid.

;¢ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem ; they shail prosper

| that love thee. Peace be within thy walls, and prosperi-

'ty within thy palaces. For my brethren and companiens’

. sakes, { will now say, Peace be within thee. Because of

" the house of the Lord our God, I will seek thy good. ”—
Psaim cxlﬁi.

The tollowing pa: s of scripture are also intre-
dueed, accomp:gied :;i‘ solemn cermonies:

Then said Solomon, The Lord hath said that he would

» dwell in thick darkness. Bat [ frave built an house
of habitation for thee, and a place for thy dwelling for
ever.

. And the king turned his face, and blessed the whole
congregation of Israel, (and all the congregation of Is-
rael stood ;) And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
whe bath with his hands fulfilled that which he spake with
his month to my father avid, saying, Since the day that
I brought forth my people out of the land of Egypt, I
ehose no city among all the tribes of Israel to build an
bouse in, that my name might be there: neither chose I
any man to be a ruler over my people Isracl; but I have

. chosen Jerusalem, that my name might be there; and
have chosen David to be over my people lsrael.

New, it was in the heart of David, my father, to build
an house for the name of the Lord God of lsrael. But
the Lord ssid to Dayid my father, Forasmuch as it was in
thine heart to build an house for my name, thou didst well
in that it wasdu thine heart; notwithstanding thou shalt
net build the house; but thy son, which shall ceme forth
out of thy loins, he shall build the house for my name.
The Lord, therefore, hath performed his word that he
bath spoken; for i am risen up in the room of David my
father, and am eet on the throns of lsrael, as the Lord
promised, and have built the house for the nama of the
J.ord God of larsel: and -in it have [ putthe ark, wherein

v




MUST EXCELLENT MASTER: - 6

i~ the eovenant of the Lord, that he made with the chil+ ‘E
dren. of Israel. A

And he stood before the altar of thée Lord, in the pre«
sence of all the' congregation of Israel, aud spredd forth
his hands : For Solomon had made a brazen scaffold of
five cubits long, and Gve cubits- broad, and three cy- -
bits High, and had set it in the midst of the court; and
upon it he stood, and kneeléd down upon his knees bes
fore all the congregation of Israel, and spréead forth his
hands toward heaven, and said,

O Lord God of Israél, there is no God like thée in the
heaven nor in the earth ; which keepest covenant, and;
shewest mercy urto thy servants -hat walk before thee
with all their hearts: thou which hast kept with thy ser-
vant David my father, that which thou hast promised him
dand spakest with thy wouth, and hast fulfilled it with
thine hands, as it is this day, Now, therefore, O Lord

of srael, keép with thy servant David my father,
that which thou hast promised him, saying, There shall
not fail thee a man in my sight to sit upon the throne of
Israel; yet so that th: chi{dren take heed to theif way to ,
walk in my law, as thou bast walked before me. Now, °
then, O Lord God of lIsrael, let thy word be verified,
which thou Hast spoken unto thy servant David. (But
will God int very deed dwell with men on the earth? Be-
hold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens, cannot con- .
tain thee ; how much less this house which I have built !)
Have respect, therefore, to the prayer of thy servant,
and to his supplication, O Lord m{ God, to hearken unto
the cry and the prayer which thy servant prayeth he-
fore thee : that thine eyes may be open unto this house day
and night, upon the place whereof thou hast said that thou
wouldest put thy name thete ; to hearken uhto the prayer .
which thy servant prayeth towards this place. [

Hearken, therefare, unto the supplications of thy servant,
and of thy people Israel, which they shall make towards
this place: hear thou from thy dwelling place, even from
heaven; and, when thoa hearegst, forgive.

¥
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; If a man sin against his neighbour, and an oath be laid
upon him to make him swear, and the oath come before
thine altar in this house: Then hear thou from heaven,
and do and judge thy servants, by requiting the wicked,
by recompensing his way upon his own head ; and by jus-
tifying the righteous, by giving him according to his right-
eousness,

And if thy people Israel be put to the worse before the
cnemy because they have sinned against thee, and shall
return and confess thy name, and pray and make supplica-

¢ tion before thee in this house; then hear thou from the
heavens, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and bring
them again unto the land which thou gavest to them and to
their fathers, .

When the heaven is shut up and there isno rain, because
they have sinned against thee ; yet if they pray toward this
place, and confess thy name, and turn from their sin
when thou dost afflict them: Then hear thou from
heaven, and forgive the sin of thy servants, and of thy
people Israel, when thou hast taught them the good way
wherein they should walk; and send rain upon thy land,
which thou hast given unto thy people for an inheritance.

i there be dearth in the land, if there be pestilence,
if there be blasting or mildew, locusts or caterpillars; if
their enemies besiege them in the cities of their land ;
whatsoever sore or whatsoever sickness there be: Then
what prayer or what supplication soever shall be made
of any man, or of all thy people Israel when every one
shall know hisown sore, and his own grief, und shall spread

- forth his hands in this house ; Then hear thou from heaven
thy dwelling place, and forgive, and render unto every man

' according unto all his ways, whose heart thou kuowest ;
(for thou only knowest the hearts of the children of
men :) that they may fear thee, to walk in thy ways so
long as they live, in the land which thou gavest unto our
fathers. £

Moreover, concerning the stranger, which is not of thy
people Israel, but is come from a far country for thy
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great name’s sake, and thy mighty hand and thy stretched-
outarm ; if they come and pray in this house : Then hear
from the heavens, even from thy dwelling place,and do
according to all that the stranger calleth to thee for ; that
all people of the earth may know thy name, and fear thee,
as doth thy people Israel ; and may know that this house,
which I have built, is called by thy name,

If thy people go out to war against their enemies, by
the way that thou shalt send them, and they pray unto thee
towards this city which thou hast chosen, and the house
which.I have built for thy name : Then hear thou from the
heavens their prayer and their supplication, and maintain
their cause.

If they sin against thee (for there is no man which sin-
neth not) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them
over before their enemies, and they carry them away cap-
tives unto a land far off or near, yet if they bethink them-
selves in the land whither they are. carried captive
and turn and pray unto thee in the land of their captivi-
ty, saying; We have sinned, we have done amiss, and
have dealt wickedly , if they return to thee with all their
heart, and with all their soul, in the land of their captivi-
ty, whither they have carried them captives, and pray
toward their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers,
and toward the city which thou hast chosen, and toward
the house which I have built for thy name: Then hear
thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling place,
their prayer and their supplications, and maintain their
cause, and forgive thy people which have sinned againat
thee.

Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine eyes be open ;
::d h;t thine ears be attent unto the prayer thatis maszn in

is place.

Now, therefore, arise, O Lord God, into thy resti
m thou and thé ark ,of thy strength : let thy priests,

God, be clothed with salvation, and let thy saints re-

" joice in goodness.

-

;
“;
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O Lord God, turn not away the fuce of thine andiuted ¢
re.m'em‘li)er the mercies of David thy servant. 2 Chron.
vi. 1—42,

Now, when Solomon had madé anend of ptaying, the
fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt of-
fering add sacrifices ; and the glory of the Lord filled the
house. And the priests could rot enter into the house of the
ll:ord’ because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord’s

suse. :

And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire '
cdame down, and the glory of the Lord upoo the house, they
boswed themselves with their faces to the ground upou
the pavement, and worshipped,and praised the Lord, say-
ing, For he is good ; for his mercy endureth for ever.—~2

. Chron. vii. 1, 4.

v

" Charge o be delivered to a Brother, who is accepled and ac-

knowledzyed as a Most Excellent Master.

® BROTHER, . . .
¢ Your admittarice to this degree of niadonry; s a preof

- of the good opinion the brethiren of this lodge entertain of

your masonic abilities. Let this consideration induce you
to he careful of forfeiting, by misconduct and indttention to -
our rules, that esleem which has raised you to the rank you:
now possess, ) )

« It it one of your great duties, as a ufost excellent mas-
tér, to dispense lighit and truth to the uninformed mason :
and I need not remind you of the imposeibility of complying
with this obligation, without possessing an aceurate acquaint-
ance with the lectures of each degree.

¢« [f you are not alteady conipletely conversant in all the
degrees heretofore conferred on you, remeémber, that an
indulgence, prompted by a belief that you apply yourself
with double diligence to tadke yourself so, has induced the
brethren to accept you.

“Let it, therefore, be your unremit¥ing study to ac«

‘gnire such a degree of knowledge and information a#



MOST ECCELLENT MASTER. 69

shall enable you to discharge, with propriety, the various
duties inoumbent on youw, aand to preserve ansullied the
title aow conferred upon you of a, Most, Excellent Master.

MOST EXCELLENT MASTER'S SONGS.

To be sung when one iz received into that degyee.

AvrL hail to the morning
That bids us rejoice ;
The temple’s completed,
Exalt high each voice ;
The cape-stone is finish’d,
Our labour iso'er ;
The sound of the gavel
Shall hail us no more.
To the power Almighty, who ever has guided
The tribes of old Israel, exalted their fame,
To him who hath govern'd our hearts undivided,
Let’s send forth our voices, to praise his great name.

Companions, assemble
On th's joyful day,
(The oceasion is gloriogs)
The key-stone to lay ;
Fulfill’d is the promise,
By the Ancient of Days,
To bring forth the cape-stone,
With shouting and praise.
There’s no more occasion for level or plumb-line,
For trowel or gavel, for compass or square ;
Our works are completed, the ark safely seated,
And we will be greeted as workmen most rare.

- Now those that are worthy,
Qur toils who have shared
And proved themselves faithful,
Shall maet their reward
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‘Their virtae snd knowledge,
Industry and skil,
Have our approbation,
. ] vé gain’d our good will.
'We accept and receive them most excellent masterr,”
-, Invested with honours, and power to preside ;
Among woithy craftamen, wherever assembled,
The knowledge of Vasons to spread far and wide.’

Almighty Jehovah,
h %‘:nd ,2:“;; and fill
i with' thy glory, .
Our hearts with yood will ¥
Preside at eur meetings,
Assist us to find
True pleasure in teachi
. Good will to mankin,
Thy wisdom inspired the great institution,
‘Thy strength shallsupport it, till nature expire ;
And when the creation shall fall into ruin,
Hs beauty shail rise, through' the midst of the fire ?
THE MASON’S DAUGHTER.
. Altered and revised.
A Mason’s daughter, fuir and young,
The pride of all the virgin throng,
Thaus to her lover said ;
Though, Damon ! I your flame approve y

‘Your actions praise, your person love,
I still mast live a maid.

No youth shall loose my virgin zone,
But one to whom the secret’s known
Of ancient \uasonry ;
In which the great and good combiney
Fo raise, with generous design, -
Man to felicity. .
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4 hate the fop, the churl, the fool,
The plodding knave, the party tool,
The libertine and slave ;

1 love the man that’s good and true,
Who learns his passions to subdue ;
Is genergus apd brave.

Ilove the frank and fajthfal breast,
:On which the aching head may rest,
And quite forget its pain ;
Where charity prefers her prayer—
And finds a ready helper there ;
Nor needs to ask again.

~This said, he bow’d and wert away—e
Applied—was made withapt delay ;
Then to his charmer came ;-
.Bhe sweetly granted his request :
And clasping Damon to her breast,
- Confers’d a kindred flame.

f————

CHAPTER XI.
ROYAL ARCH MASON.

As Moses was commranded to pull his shoes from off his
foet, on Mount Horeb, because the ground whereon he
‘trode, was sanctified by the presence of the Divinity ; sp
the Mason whe would prepare himself for this exalted
stage of Masonry, should advance in_the npked pathy of
truth, be divested of every degree of arrogance, aud ape
Jrouch with stepy of innocence, humility, and virtug, t»

Y
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challenge the ensigns of an ofder, whose institutions
arise on the most solemn and sacred principles of reli- -
jon.—Hutchinson. . )

This sublime degreé is incomparably more august,
interesting, and instructing, than ahy, or*all which pre-
cede it. Here the mind is powerfully impressed with a
belief of the existence and perfections of the great Su-
preme—who-is the ouly * | AM,” thefirst, the greatest, the
best of beings. | .\ . )

It also develops to the mind of the inquiring Mason many
important particulars, which, for the period offour hundred
and seventy years, weré enveloped 1n impenetrable dark-
ness; and withont a kuowledge of which the Masonic char-
ucter would be jncomplete. . i )

¢+ Thus was all the work of the tabernacle of the congre-
gation finished : and the children of lsrael did according to
all that the Lord commanded Moses, so did they.
Aud they brought the .taberndcle unto Moses, the
tent, and all his furniture, his taches, his boards, his
bars, and his pillars, and his sockets, and the covering of
rams’ skins dyed red, ‘and the covering of badgers’ skius,
and the vail of the covering, the ark of the testimony,
and the staves thereof, and the mercy-seat, the table, and
all the vessels thereof, and the shew-bread, the pure can-
dlestick, with the lamps thereof, even with the lamps to
be set in order, and all the vessels thereof, and the o1l for
light, and the gdlden altar, and the durointing oil, and the
sweet incense, and the hanging for the tabernacle door,
the brazen altar,and his grate of brass, his staves,and
all hils véssels, {tie laver uad his foot, the hihgings of the
eourtghis pillars, and His sockets, and the hanging for the
court gate, kis cords, ahd his ping, and all the vessels of
the service of the {abetnatle, for tHé tent of the congte-
gation, the clothed of servite to do service in the Holy
glace, ad thé holy garments for Aaroh {he priest; did

is sons’ garifients, to minister il the priest’s cffice, Ac-
cording to all that the Lord commanded Moses, so the
chiildren of lstael made all the work. And Moies did
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-, Jook upon all the work, and, behold, they had done it as the

ord had commanded, even o haWy ‘done it: apd Mo-
. ses blesfed them. .
¢ The proportion of the measures of the tabernacle prov-
ed it to be an imitation of the system of the world; for
that third part thereof which was within the four pillars to
which the %riests were not admitted. is, as it Were, a ‘heav-
- en pesuliar to God ; but the space of twenty cubits, is, as it
were, sea and land, on whichgpen live ; and so this part is
peculiar to the priests only. A
¢ When Moses distinguished the tabernacle into three
parts, and allowed two of them to the priests, as a place ac-
cesgible and common, he denoted the land and the ses ; for

- these are accessible to all. But when he set apart the

third glivision for God, it was because heaven is inaccessi-
bley¥o men. -And when he ordered twelve' logyes to be

. sgt on the table, he denoted the year, as distingnished

into sb many months. And when hé made the camdle-

« stick of gaven parts, he secretly intimated the decani,

or seven divisions of the plavets, And as to the seven
lamps upon the candlesticks, they referred to thé course
of the planets, of which that is the number. And for the

. _vails, which were aomposed of four thinge, they declared

the four elements. For the fine linen was proper m-
nify the earth because the flax grows out of the .
The purple signified the sea, because that colour is dyed
by the blood of a sea shell-fish. The blue is fit to _signify
the air, and the scarlet will naturally ®e an indication
of fire. Now the vestment of the high priest, being made
-of linen, signified the n@uth; the blue denoted the sky,
being like lightning infits pomefFanates, and in the noise
of the bells resembling thunder. And for the ephod, it
showed that God had made the universe of four elements ;
and as for the gold interweven, I suppose it reluted to
the splendour by which all things were eulightened. He
also appointed the bgeastplate ta be piaced in the mid-

dle of the #phed,’ to gesemb‘l; the eaxth ; and the egifdie

- PR c. N T .
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which encompassed the high priest round, signified the
ocean.” Each of sthe sardonyxes declares to us the sun
and the ngbn'. thosee [gnean that were in the nature of
buttons on the high priest’s shoulders. ~ And for the twelve,
stofes, whethcr we understand by them the months, or
whether~we understand the like number of the signs of
that gircle which the Greeks call the zodiag, we shall |
not be mistaken in their meaning. And for the mitre,
which was of a blue colour, it seecms to me to meifl hea-
ven; for how otherwise codld the name of God be in.
tcribed upon it 2 That it was also illus:rated with acrown,
aud that of ‘gold also, is berause of that splendour with

_ which God is pleased.” —Josephus Antig. Jud. ch. 7.

The following passage of Seriplureis read al opening.
.« Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our

- Lord Jesus-Christ, that ye withdiaw yourselves® §rom

every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after ‘the
tradition which ye received of us. For yourselvew knoW
Bow ve ought to follow us, for we behaved not ourselves
disorderly among you. Neither dil we eat afly man’s
bread for nought, but wrought with labour aod travail
night gnd day, that we might not be chargeable to any_
of you. Not because we have not power, but to make
ourselvesan ensample unto you to follow us. For everd

.when we" were with you, this we commanded you, that
- if. any -wopld not work, neither shoull he eat: For we

hear that there are some which walk amopg you disor-
derly, working not at all but are busybglies. Now
{hem that are such, we command and exhort by our Lerd
Jesus Christ.that with qiietness they work, and eat their’
own bread. But ye, bi¥thren, be mot weary in well do-" *
ing. and if any man obey notr 6u2 word, by this epistle,
note that man and have no company with him, that he
may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but
admonish him &s a brother. Now the Lord of peace hida-
self give you pesce always® by all means. *The Lord be
\Vllhﬂog ol. 2The, splutation of Padiy with mine owgn hands

s b A % ELR ?

)
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- his usgfuloess at our assembli

poses and duties of their respeptive stat.iTs.

. Y-
fovar fkcm masok.

which is the token i every epistle : so 1 write.®’

a . oo .
Observations on the Sevenlf Degee.

The lectuse of this degree is dividel into two sestibn
and should be well understogd by every royal arch Ma
son ; upon an accurate acqualtdnce with ity wilt depend
; and without it,"he will
aties of the ‘vatious sta-
e required b"the, chap-

be ungqualified to perform thy
tions in which his services m
ter. ',

The first Secfion.

The first section opens 'to dur view a large field for
contemplation and study. [} fagnishes us with fnanyinter- |
esting particulars relative he state of fraternity, .
during and since the reign of kfng Soldmon ; and iRustrates
the cawses and consequences of some vqry important events

. Which occurred during his reign.

-

class of Masons : it designates the appellation, number, and

This séctiori explains the mode of gorernment in this
situation of the several office}s; and p}

ints- out the pur-

+ The s Section.

"This section contains much yaluable historical isforma. .
tlbn, and proves, beyond the power of contradiction, snd in

:

- the most stejking colours, that prosperity and happigess are

cever the ultimate consequences of virtue gnd justicé, while
.disgrace and ruin invarjably fojlow the prictice of vice and
immorality. : i |
X proper arrangement of the following’ charges, &c. is  :
" essentially necessary to be observed in,every chapter; , -

" and their application should be familia to every royal
arch maszon. .
- ’ A A
Pl e
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Prayer rehearsed during the Ceremany of Ewxaltation to the
. Degree of Royal Arch Mason.

 Supreme Architectwf Universal nature, who by thine

Almighty 'word, didst speak into being the stupenddus Arch

of heaven, aud for the instruction and pleasure of thy ra- .

tional creatures, didst adorn it with greater and Jesser
lights ; thereby magnifying thy power, and endearing thy
goodness, urto the sons of men ; we humbly adore and wor-
ship thine unspeakable perfection. We bless theep that
when man had fallen from' iy innocence and his happiness,
thou didst still leave unto him the powers of reasoning, and
capadity of improvement and of pleasure. We thank thee
that amidst the pains and calamities of our present state, so
many means of refreshment and satisfaction are reserved
unto us, while travelling the rugged path of life. Especial-
1y would we at this time render thee our thanksgiving and
praise for the institution, as members of which we are at
this time assembled, and for all the pleasures we have de-
rived from it. We thank thee that the few here asseinbled
before thee, have been favoured with new induteggns, and
laid under new and stronger obligations, to virtue and ho-
liness. May these obligations, O blessed Father, havdtheir
full effect upon us, Teach us, we pray thee, the true rev-
erence of thy great, mighty, and terrible name. Inspire us

" with a firm and unshaken resolution in our virtuous pur-

suits. Give usgrace diligently to search thy word in the
- bools of nature, wherein the duties of our high vocation are
inculcated with divine authority. May the solemnity of
the cersmonies of our institution be duly itapressed on our

minds, sud have a lasting and happy effect upon our lives, .

O thou, who didst aforctime dppear uonto thy servant Mo-
ses in a flame of fire out of the midjt of a bush, enkindle,
we beseech thee, in each of ourtiearts, » flame of devotfon
to thee, of love to each other, and of charity to all man-

kind. May all thy miracles and mighty works fill us with

the dread, and thy guodness impress us with the love, of thy
troly name, :
) .

-
.
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May holiness to thé Lord -be engraven on all our
thoughte, words, and actions. May the incense of piety
ascend continually unto thee from the altar of our hearts,
and burn, day and night, as a sacrifice of sweet smelling
savour, well pleasing unto thee. . And since sin hath de-
stroyed within us the first temple of purity and innoeence,
may thy heavenly grace guide and assist us io rebuildiny
a second temple of reformation, aad may the glory of
this lat,t’er house be greater than the glory of the former,—
Amen. '

* Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law,
the priest of Midian; and he led ihe flock to the back
side of the desert, and came to the mountain of God,
even to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord appeared un-
to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and
he looked, and behold, the bush burned with fire, and

the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will now

turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not
burned. And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to
see, God called unto him.out of the'midst of the bush,
and gaid, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here am . And
he saﬁ. Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off
thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy
ground. Moreover he said, [ am the God of thy father,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob. And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look
upon God.—Ex. iii. 1—86. '

And Moses called all [srael, and said unto them, Hear,
O lsrael, the statutes and judgments which I speak in
your ears this day, that ye may learn them,: and keep
and do them. The Lord our God made-a covenant with
us ir Horeb. The Lord made not this covenant with our
fathers, but with us, even us, who are ull of us here alive
this day. The Leord talked with you face to face in the
mount, out of the midst of the fire,.(I stood between the
Lord and you at that time, to show you the word of the
Lord ; for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went
not up into the meount,) saying,‘z »

a

- y
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’

¢] am the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of
fhe land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. Thou shalt
bave none other Gods before me. Thou shalt not make
thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is
in heaven above, or thatis in the earth beneath, or that is
in the wafers beneath the earth : Thou shalt not bow down
thyself unto them, ‘nor serve them : for I the Lord thy
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children uato the third und fourth generation of
them that hate me, and shewing mercy unto thounsapds of
them that love me, and keep my commandments. Thou
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain : for the
Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
Keep the eabbath-day to sanctify it as the Lord thy God hath
commanded thee. 8ix days thou shalt labour, and do all
thy work : But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord
thy God : in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy
- son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid-
servant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle,
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy man-ser-
vant and thy maid-servant may rest as well as thou. And
remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Kgypt,
and that the Lord thy God brought thee out thence, through
a mighty hand, and by a stretched-out arm, therefore the
thy God comma thee to keep the sabbath-Cay.
» Honour thy father and thy mother, as the Lord thy

God hath commanded thee ; that thy days may be prolong- . '

ed,and that it may go well with thee, in the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee. Thou shalt not kill. Nei-
ther shalt thou commit adultery. Neither shalt thou steal.
Neither shalt thou bear fulse witness against thy neigh-
beur. Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour’s wife,
peither shailt thom covet thy neighbour’s house, his field,
or his man-serveat, or his maid-eervant, his ox, or his ass,
or any thing that is thy neighbour’s, These words the

spake unto all your assembly in the mount, out of
the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick dark-

— .
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ness with a great voice : and he added no more.: And he
wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them
unto me. And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice
out of the midst of the darkmess, (for the mountain did
burn with fire,) that, ye came near unto ms, even'all the
heads of your tribes, and your elders; And he said, Be-
. hold, the Lord our God hath shewed us his glory und his

greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of
thefire: we have seen this day that God doth talk with man
and he liveth.””’—Deut. v. 1—24.

% Zedckiab was one and twenty years old when he began
to reign, and reigued eleven years in Jerusalem. And he
did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord his God,
and huwmbled not himself before 'Jeremiah the prophet,
speaking from the mouth of the Lord. And he also rebel-
led against king Nebuchadnezzar, who made’ himu swear by
God, but he stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart, from
turning unto the Lord God of Israel.

% Moreover all the chief of the priests and the people
transgressed very much, after ail the abominations of the
heathen, and polluted the house of the Lord, which he had
hallowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their fathers
sent to them by his messengers ; rising up betimes and send-
ing, because he had compassion on his people, and on his
dwelling place. But they mocked the neneufen of God,
and despised his words, and misused his people till there

was no remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the kirg .

ofthe Chaldces, who slew their young men with the sword,
in the house of their sanctuary and had no compassion upon
young man, or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age :
he gave them sll into his band. And all the vessels of the
honse of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house
of the Lord, and the treasures of the king and of his prin.
ces; all these he brought to Babylon. And they burned the
house of God, and brake down the-wall of Jerusalem,
and burned all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroy-
ed all the goodly vessels thereof with fire. And them
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" that had escaped from the sword, carried the away to Ba-
bylon ; where they were servants to him and his sons, un-
til the reign of the kingdomof Persia.”’—2 Chron. xxxvi.
11—20. )

« Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, that the
word of the Lord, by the mouth of Jeremish might be ful-
filled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, king of Persia,
that he made a proclamation throughout all his king-
dom, aod put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus,
king of Persia, The Liord God of heaven hath given me all
the kingdoms of the earth, and he hath charged me to build
him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah4 who is there
among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let
him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the
house of the Irord God of Israel, he is the God, which is in
Jerusalem.”’—Esra i. 1—3. ’

« And Moszes said unto God, Behold, when [ come unto
the children of lsrael, and shall say unto them, The God of
your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they sball say to
me, what is his name ? what shall I say unto them?

¢ And God said unto Moses, I am that lam ; And he
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel,| am
hath sent me unto you.” —Ez. iii. 13, 14.

+¢ And Moses answered and said, But behold, they will 1:0t
believe me, nor hearken unto my voice ; far they will eay,
The Lord hath not appeared unto thee. And the Lord
" said unto him, what is that in thine hand ? And he said, A
rod. And he said, Cast it on the ground ; and he éast it on
the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from
before it. Andthe Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thine
hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand
and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand. That they
may believe that the Lord Geod of their fathers, the .God of
- Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath ap-
peared unto thee,

“And the Lord said furthermore unto him, Put now
thine hand iato thy bosom ; and he put his hand into his
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besom : and when he took it out, behold, bis hand was
leprous as snow. ‘And he said, Put thine hand into thy bo-
com again : and he put his hand into his bosom again, and
plucked it out of his , and, behold, it was turned aguin
as hisother flesh. And it shall come td pass, if they fwill
not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first
sign, that they will believe the voice of the lutter sign.

« And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also
these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou
shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the
dry land : and the water which thou takest out of the river
shall become blood upon the dry land.”—Ez. iv, 1—9.

¢¢ In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of
the mouth, cume the word of the Lord by the prophet Ha§~
gei, saying, Speak now to Zerabbabel,the son of Shealtiel,
govoruor of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Josedech, the

priest, and to the residue of the people, saying, Who is
among you that saw this house in her first glory ? and
how do you see it now ? [s it not in your eyes in comparison
of it as nothing? yet now be strong O Zerubbabel, saith
the Lord, and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech the high
riest, and be strong all ye people of the laad, saith the
Eord‘, and work ; for | am with you, saith the Lord of
Hosts, according to the word that I covenanted with you
when ye came out of Fgypt, so my Spirit remsineth among
you :fear ye not. For thus saith the Lord of Hosts, Yet
cnce, it is a little while, and I will shake the hesvens,and -
the earth, and the sea, and the dry land : and I will shake
all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come, and |
will fill this house with glory saith the Lord of Hosts. The
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts.
The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the
former, saith the Lord of Hosts, and in this place will I give
peace, saith the Lord of Hosts.
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“In that day saith the Lord of Hosts, will 1 take thee,
O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the
Lord, and will make thee as a signet; for I bave chosen
thee, saith the Lord of Hosts.”’—Haggas ii. 1—9 and 23, .

¢ This is the wotd of the ‘Lord unto Zerubbabel, say-
ing, Not by might nor by power, bat by my Spirit, saith
the Lord of Hosts, Who art thou, O great mountain? be-
fore Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain,and he shall
bring forth the head stone thereof, with ‘shouting, crying,
Grace, grace, unto it. Moreover the word of the Lord
came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have
. laid the foundation of this house, his hands shall also fin-

ish it, and thou shalt know that the Lord of Hosts hath -
sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of
small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the
plummet 1n the haan’ of Zerubbabel with those sevea,
they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through -
the who'e earth.”’—Zechariak iv. 6—10. )

“In the beginning was the word, and the word was
with God, aid the word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God. All things were made by him ; and
without him was not any thing made that was made. In
him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the
light shineth in. darkness, and the darkness comprehend-
eth it not.”’—John i. 1—5. ' :

¢ And Bezaleel made the ark of shittim wood : two cu-
bits anda half was the length of it, and a cubit and a half
the breadth of it, and a cubit and a half the height of it:
and he overlaid &t with pure gold within and without,
and made a crown of gold to it round about. And he cast
for it four rings of gold to be set by the four corners of

- it : even two rings upon the one side of it, and two rings
upon the other side of it. And he made staves of shittim
wood, and overlaid them with gold. And he put the staves
into the rings by the sides of the ark, to bear the ark.”

Ezx. xxxvii, 1—5, ° .
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“ And the Lord said unto Moses, Bring Aaron’s rod again,
before the testimony, to be kept for a token.”’—Num. xvii.
“ For there was a tabernacle made ; the first, wherein
was the candlestick, and the table, and the thew-bread,
which is called the sanctuary. And after the second vail,
the tabernacle, which is called the holiest of all ; which
had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid
round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that
had manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and ‘he tables of
the covenant ; and over it the cherubim of glory, shadow-
inz the mercy seat; of which we cannqt now speak partic-

ulacly.”—Heb. ix. 2, 5.

. “In that day willl raisc up the tabernacle of David that

is {allen, and close up the breaches thereof, and [ will raise

up his ruins, and ] wilt'build it as in the days of old.”—

Amos ix. 11.

“ And God spake unto Moses, and saill unto him,I am
the liord: And 1 appeared unto Abraham, unte {saac, and
unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my
name Jehovah was I not known to them.’

The following particulars, relative to king Solomon’s Temple,
may with propriely be here introduced, and eunnot be unin-
teresting to @ Royal Arch Mason.

T'his famous fabric was situated on Mount Moriah, near
the place where Abraham was about to offer up his son leaac,
and where David met and appeased the destroying angel.

' [t was begun in the fourth year of the reign of Solomon ;

the third after the death of David ; four hundred and eighty
years after the pastage of the Red Sea, and on the second day
of the month Zif, being the second month of the sacred year,
which avswers to the 2Ist of April, in the year of the
world 2992 ; and was carried on with such prodigious
speed, that it was finished in all its parts, in little more than
seven years.

By the masonic art, and the wise regulations of Solo-
mon, every part of the building, whether of stone, brick,
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timber, or metal, was wrought and prepared before they
were brought to Jerusalem ; so that the only tcols made
use of in erecting the fabric were wooden instruments pre-
pared for that purpose. The noise of the axe, the hammer,
and every other tool of metal, was confined to the forests of
Lebanon, where the timber was procured ; and to Mount
Libaous, and the plains and quarries of Zeredathah, where
the stones were raised, squared, marked, and numbered ;
that nothing might be heard among the Masons at Jerusa-
lem, but harmony and peace.

In the year of the world 3029, king Solomon died, and
was succeeded by his son Rehoboam, who immediately after
the death of his father went down to Sechem, where the
;:{P)iefs of the people were inet together to proclaim him

ing. .
When Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who was in Egypt,
whither he had fled from the presence of Solomon, and
whose ambition had long aspired to the throne, heard ofthe
death of the king, he hastened to return from Egypt, te put
himself at the head of the discontented tribes, and lead
them on to rebellion. He accordingly assembled them to-

ether, and came to king Rehoboam, and spake to him after
this manner : :

“ Thy father made our yoke grievous; now, therefore,
ease thon somewhat the grievous servitude of thy father,
and his heavy yoke that he put upon us, and we will serve
thee. Aund be said unto them, Come again ucto me ufter
three days. And the people departed. And king Reho-
boam took counsel with the old men that had strod before
Solomon his father while He yet lived, saying, What
counsel give ye me, to return answer to this people? And
they spake unto hjm, saying, If thou be kind to this
people, aud please them, and speak good words to them,
they will be thy servaunts for ever. “But he forsvok the
counsel which the old men gave him, and took counsel
of the young men that were brought up with him,
that stood ¢ him. And he said unto them, What ad-
vice give ye, that we may return answer to this people,
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which have spoken to me, maying, Ease somewhaf the yoke
4hat thy father did put upouus ? And the young nten that
were brought mp with him spake unto him, saying, Thus
shalt thou answer the people that spalie unto , SBying,
Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it
tomewhat lighter for us, thus shalt thou say unto them, My
little finger shall be thicker than my father’s loins. For,
whereas my father put a heavy yoké upon you, I will -
put more to your yoke : my father chastised you with whips,
but I will chastise you with scorplons. So Jerdboam
and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as
the king bade, saying, Come again to me on the third day.
And the king answered them roughly ; and king Reho-
boam forsook the countel of the old men'; and answered
them after the advice of the young men, sayiig, My ,
father made your yoke heavy, but I will add thereto;
my father chastisted you with whips, but I will chastire -
you with scorpions. And when all [#rael saw that the king
would not hearken wnto them, the people answeiréd the
kiog, saying, What portion have we in David? and we
have no inheritance in the son of Jesse : every man to yonr
tents, O Israel ! and now, David, see to thine own house, .
So all [srael went to their tents.”—See 2 Chron. ch. x.

But as to the children of Israel that dwelt in the cities of .
Judah and Banjamin, Rehoboam reigned over them. -

In this manner were the tribes of Israe] divided, and un-
der two distinct governments, for 254 years, when the fen
revolted tribes, having become weak and degenerated, by
following the wickedness and idolatry of the kings who gov-
erned them, fell a prey to Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, who,
in the reign of Hoshea, king of lsrael, besicged the city
of Samaria, laid their country waste, and utterly extirpated
their government. Such was the wretched fate of a people
who diedained subjection to the laws of the house of Da-
vid, u;sd whose impiety and effeniinacy ended in fheir de-
straction.
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After aseriesof changes and events, of which an account .
may be found in the history of the temple, Nebuchadnez-
zar, king of Babylon, with his forces, took possession of
Jerusalem, and having made captive Jehoiachim the king
of Judah, elevated his uncle Zedekiah to the throne, after
binding him by a solemn oath neither to make innovations
in the government, nor to take part with the Egyptians in
their wars against Babylon.

Atthe end of eight years, Zedekiah violated his oath to
Nebuchudnezzar, by forming a_treaty offensive and defen- -
sive with the tians ; thinking that jointly they could
subdue the king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar immediately
marched and ravaged Zedekiah’s country, seized his cas-
tle and fortress, and proceeded to the siege of Jerusalem.
Pharaoh, learning how Zedekiah was pressed, advanced

"+ 1o his relief, with a view of raising the siege. Nebuehad-

e

nezzar, having intimation thereof, would not wait his ap-
proach, but prodeedes] to give him battle, and in one con-
tﬁst drove him out of Syria. This circamstance suspended
the siege.

In tge ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, the king of Baby-
lon again besieged Jerusalem, with a large army, and for a
a year and a half exerted all his strength to conquerit ;
but 'ihe city did oot yield, thongh enfeebled by famine and
pestilence. .

In the eleventh year the siege went on vigorously ; the
Babylonians completed their works, having raised tow-
ersall round the city so as to drive the invaded p:l:i
from its walls. The place, though a prey to plague
famine, was obstinately defended during the space of a
year and a half., But at length, want of provisions and
forces compelled its surrender, and it was accordingly
delivered, at midnight, to the officers of Nebuchadnez-
zar,

Zedekiah, seeing the troops enter the temple, ab-
sconded by a narrow pass to the desert, with his officers
and friends : but advice of his escape being given to the
Babyloniane, they pursued them early in the morning,
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and surrounded them near Jericho, where they were
bound and carried before the king, who ordered his wives
and children to be puc to death in his sight, and then or-
dered Zedekiah’s eyes to be put out, and himself con-
ducted in chains to Babylon. .

After this victory, Nebuchadnezzar despatched his
principal officer, Nebuzaradan, to Jerusalem, to ransack
and burn both palace and temple, to raze the city to the
ground, and conduct the captive inhabitantsto Babylon;
this order he accordingly executed. Among the captives
were the following persons of eminence: Seraiah, the
high priest; Zephaniah, next in rank; the secretary to
the king : three principal keepers of the templeseven of
g: king’s chosen friends, and other persons of distinc-

n.

In the seventieth year of the captivity of the Jews, and
the first of the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia, he issued
his famous edict, purporting that the God adored by the
Israelites was the eternal being through whose bounty
he enjoyed the regal digni?; and that he had found hjm-
self honourably mentioned by the prophets of ancient
date, as the person who should cause Jerusalem to be
rebuilt, and restore the Hebrews to their former state
of grandeur and inde‘pendency; he, therefore, gave ore-
ders for the release of the captives, with his permission
to return to their own native country, to rebuild the city
and the house of the Lord. )

The principal people of the tribes of Judah and Ben-
Jjamin, with the priests and Levites, immediately depart-
ed for Jerusalem and commenced the.underiaking; but
many of the Jews determined to remain in Babylon, ra-
g:r than relinquish the possessions they had obtained in

t city.
Charge to a‘:nmlg ezalted Companion.

¢ Worthy Companion,—By the consent and assistance
of the members of this chapter, you are now exalted to
the sublime and honourable degree of a Royal Arch Ma;
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son. Having attained this degree, you have arrived at the

summit and perfection of ancient Musonry : and are con-

:quenﬁy entitled to a full explanation of the mysteries of
e

¢ The rites and mysteries developed in this d have
been handed downy:hiough a chosen few, uncEanged by
time, and uncontrolled by ;‘))rejudiee; and we expect and
trust they will be regarded by you with the same venera-
tion, and transmitted with the same scrupulous purity to
your successors. ~

¢ Naone can refiect on the ceremonies of gaining admis-
sion into this place, without being forcibly struck with the
important lessons which they teach. ) .

¢ Here we are necessarily led to contemplate with grati-
tude and admiration, the sacred source from whence all
earthly eowforts flow; here we find additional induce-
ments to eontinn8 steadfast and immoveable injthe discharge
of our respective duties ; and here we are beund, by the
mot selemn ties, to promote each other’s welfare, and cor-
r;citewh other’s failings, by advice, admenition, and re-

4 As it is our most earnest desire, and a duty we owe tq
our companions of this order, that the admission of every
candidate into this chapter should be attended by the ap-
probation of the most scrutinizing eye, we hope always to
possess the satisfaction of finding none among us; but
such as will promote, to the utmost of their power, the
great end of our institution. By paying_due attention to
this determination, we expect you will never recom-
mend any candidate to this chapter, whose abilities and

knowledge of the foregoing degrees you connot freely

youch for, and whom you do not firmly and confidently

“believe will fully conform to the principles of our order,

and fulfl the obligations of & royal arch Mason, While
guch are our members, we may expect to be ynited in
one ‘object, without lukewarmness, inattention, or neg-
Ieqt : but zeal, fidelity, and affection, will be the distin-
guishipg chmracteristics of our society, avd that satifuc-

-
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tion, harmony, and peace may be enjoyed at our meet:
ings, which no other society can afford.

Closing.

The chapter is closed with solemn ceremonies; and the
following prayer is rehearsed, by the most excellent high
riest :

P :

“ By the wisdom of the Supreme High Priest may we
be directed, by his sirength may we be enabled, and by
the beauly of virtue may we be incited, to perform the
-obligations here enjoined on us; to keep inviolably the
mysteries here unfolded to us; and invariably to practise
-all those duties out of the chapter, which are inculcated
dn it.” Reponse. So mofe it be.—~Amen.

After these observations, little more ean be wanted to
~encourage the zealous mason to persevere in his research-
-es. Whoever has traced the art in regular progression
from the commencement of the first, to the conclusion of
the seventh degree, according to the plan here laid dgwn,
will have amassed an ample store ofp useful learning ; and
‘must reflect with pleasure on the good effects of nh% past
diligence and attention : while, by applyini'telie whole to
the general advantage of society, he will observe method
in the proper distribution of what he has acquired, and se -
-oure to himself the veneration of Masons, and approbation
-of all good men. .

ROYAL ARCH ODES.

WHEN Orient wisdom beam’d serene
And pillar’d strength arose,
‘When beauty tinged the glowing scene,
And faith her mansion chose,
Exalting basds the fabric view’d ;
Mysterious pow’rs adored,
And high the triple’union stood,
That gave the My;ﬁo Word.
"

-t
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Pale Envy, withered at the aifht,
And frowning o’er the pile,
Call’d Murder up from realms of night,
To blast the glorious toil.
With ruffian outrage join’d in woe,
They form the league abhorr’d;
And wounded Science felt the blow,
That crush’d the Mystic Word.

Concealment, from sequester’d cave,
On sable pinions flew :

And o’er the sacrilegious grave,
Her veil impervious threw.

Th’ associate band in solemn state,
The awful loss deplored; -

And Wisdom mourn’d the ruthless fate,
That *whelm’d the Mystic Word.

.

« At length through Time’s-expanded;sphere,

Fair Science speeds her way ;

And warm’d by Truth’s refulgence clear,
Reflects the kindred ray.

A second fabric’s towering height,
Proclaims the sign restored ;

From whose foundation—brought to light,
Is drawn the Mystic Word., '

To depths obscure the avour’d Trine,
A dreary course engage ;

Till through the Aech, the ray divine,
Illumes the sacred page !

From the wide wonders of this blaze,
Our ancient Signe, restored ;

The Royal Arch alone displays -
The long lost Mystic Word.
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Hymn—10 be sung at the Consecration of a Ledge.

UnTo thee great God belong,
Mystic rites and sacred song,
Lowly bending at thy shrine,
We hail thy majesty divine.
Glorious Architect above,
Source of light and source of love,
Here thy light and love prevail,
Hail! Almighty Master, Hail!

Whilst in yonder regions bright,
The sun by day, the moon by night,
And the stars that gild the sky,
Blazon forth thy praige on high :
Join, O earth! and as you roll,
From east to west, from pole to pole,
Liftto {{eaven your grateful lays,
Join the universal praise

Warm’d by thy benignaot grace,

Sweet Friendship link’d the human race ;
Pity lodged within her breast ;

Charity became her guest.

There the naked, raiment found ;
Sickness, balsam for its wound ;

Sorrow, comtort : hunger, bread ;
Strangers there a welcome shed.

Still to us, O Ged, dispense

Thy divine benevolence.

Teach the tender tear to flow,

Melting at a brother’s Wy,

Like Samaria’s son, that we,

Blest with boundiess charity,

To th’ edmiring world may prove
They dwell in God who dwell in love. -
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CHAPTER XIIL >
Qbservations on the Order of High Priest.

‘Fhis order appertains to the office of High Priest of the
Royal Arch Chapter, and no one can be legally entitled to
receive it until he has been elected to sustam that office in
some regular chapter of Royal Arch Masons.

The following passages of scripture are made use of du-
ring the ceremonies appertaining to this order, viz.

« And they took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son (who.
dwelt in Sodom,) and his goods, and departed. And there -

came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew ;
for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother

of Eschol, and brotbér of Aner : and these were confederates -

with Abram. And when Abram heard that his brother was

taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his.

own house, three huudred and eighteen, and pursued them
unto Dan. And he divided himself against them, he and
his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them
unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus. And
he brought brack all the , and also brought again his
brother Lot, and his and the women aleo, and the
people. And the king of Sodom went out to meet him,
(after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and
of the kings that were with him,) at the valley of Sheveh,
which is the king’s dale. And Melchisedeo, king of Salem,
brought forth bread and wine: and be was the priest of the
most high God. And he blessed him, and said, blessed be
Abram of the most high r of heaven and earth ;
and blessed be the most high God, which hatk delivered
thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes ofall.
And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the

mﬂl‘andhheﬂn goods. to thyeelf. And Abram eaid -
)

king of Sodom, | have lifted up nrine hend unto the
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l.or% the most high God, the posessor of heaven and earth,
that willnou:klihfromth«a thread even to a shoe-latch-
et, and that] will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou
shouldest say, I have made Abram rich; save only that
which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men
which went with me, Aner, Eshchol, and Mamre, let them
take their portion.’’—Gen. xiv. 12—24.

G And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto
Aaron, and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless
the children of Israel, saying unto them, The Lord bless
thee,and keep thee ; the Lord make his face to shine upon
thee, and be gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up his coun-
tenance upon thee, and give thee peace.”—Num. vi. 22, 26.

¢ For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most
high God, who met Abraham retarning from the. slanghter
of the kingzandbhuod him ; to whom also Abraham gave
a tenth part of all : (first beinf.,oby interpretation, king of
Righteousness, and after that also king of Salem, which is,
king of Peace; without father, without descent, having
na.:gh' er beginning of days nor end of life, but made like unto
the Son of God;) abideth a priest continually. Now con-
sider how great this man was, uato whom even the patriarch -
Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils. And verily they
that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the
priesthood, bave a commandment to take tithes of the people

ing to the law, that is, of their brethren, they
come out of the loins of Al Y—Heb. vii, 1—6.

& For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever, after the
.order of i .

« And inasmuch gs not without an oath he was made
priest.”

¢ For those priests (under the Levitical law) were made
without an oath, but this with an oath, by him that said
. ;;t;» im, Thou art a priest for ever, after the erder of

elc eC:

N
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We have at length arrived at the mark to which all
our attention has been uniformly directed ; namely, a
history, and so far as has been practicable, an elucida-
tion of the several degrees of ancient musonry, so called.
It will be readily perceived that the lasttwo very impor-
tant degrees, viz. the Most Excellent Master and Royal
Arch Mason—particularly the former, are printed verba-
ticy from the Freemasons’ Monitor, and for this very obvi-
ous and consolatory reason, that it is the mode pursued in
all the regular chapters of the -United States, and we be-

lieve, with a few unimportant variations, throughout the

habitable globe. .

1t will vo doubt be remarked, that we have incorporated
in the latter degree, certain additional extracts from Holy
‘Writ, which will serve to expand the mind of the industri-
ous comphnion ; inasmuch as they serve ina very eminent
manner to explain not only to the novitiate, but even to
some who consider themselves well instructed in this highly
important and mysterious degree, a variety of useful infor-
mation. This has been done at the instance of an enlight-
ened brother, high in office, whose opinions on most subjects
in masonry, are always regarded with an interest border-
ing on reverence.

CHAPTER XIII.

Charges on the insiallation of the Qfficers of a Roydl
: Arch Chapter.

Charge to the High Priest.

¢ COMPANION,

«Iv consequence of your cheerful acquiescence with
the charges which you have heard recited, you are now
qualified for instailation as the high priest of this ro
arch chapter; and it is incumbent upon me, on thi3
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‘occasion, to point out some of the particulars appertmmng
to your office, duty, and dignity.

“ Let the Mitre, with which yon are invested, remind

you of the diguity of the office you sustain, and its inscrip-

_ tion impress upou your mind a sense of your dependence

upon God ; .that perfection is not given unto man upon the
art:, and that perfect holiness belonveth alone unto the
rd.,

¢ The Breastplate, with which you are decorated, in im-
Jtation of that upon which were engraven the names of the

twelve tribes, and worn by the high priest of lsrael, is to
‘teach you that you are always to bear in mind your respou -

" sibilit; to the laws and ordinances of the iastitution, and
‘that tl{e honour and interests of your chapter and 1ts mem-
bers should be always near yovr hear!.

¢ The various colours of the Robes you wear are emblem-
atical of every grace and virtue, which can adorn and
beautify the haman mind ; each of which will be briefly il-
lustrated in the course of the charves to be delivered to
your subordinate officers.

& You will now take charge of your officers, standing
upon their right, and present them severally in succession
to the deputy grand high prlest, by whom they will be pre-
sented to me for installation.””

Charge to the Second Oficer, or K ing.
«¢COMPANION,

¢¢ The important station to which you are elected in this -
chapter requires from you exemplary conduct; its duties
demand your most assiduous attention; you are to second
and support your chief in all the requirements of his office,
and, should casualties at any time prevent his attendance,
wyou are to succeed him in the performance of his duties.
¢ Your badge (the level, surmounled by a crown) should
_ remind you, that although you are the representative of
a king, and exalted by above your companions, yet
that you remain upon a level with them, as respects your
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duty to God, fo your nei ur, and_to yoursell$ that you
are equally bound with them to be obedient to thelaws and
ordinances of the institation, to be charitable, humane, and
Just, and to seek every occasion of doing good. )

“ Your office teaches a striking lesson of homility. The
institutions of political society teach us to cobsider the
king as the chief of created beings, and that the first duty
o{ his mb'Tcu i:i to obeybhi:‘manda:r ; but the institations
of our sublime degrees, by placing the king ina situation
suberdinate to the high priest, teach mht:‘it our duty to
God is paramount to el other duties and should ever claim
the priority of our obedience to man ; and that however’

<strongly we may be bound to obey the laws of civil society,
yet those laws, to be just, should never intermeddle with:
matters of conscience, nor Jictate articles of faith, .

% The scarlet robe, an emblem of imperial dignity, should
remind youof the paternal concern you strould ever feel for
the welfare of your chapter, and the ardent seal with
which you should endeavour to promote its prosperity. )

¢ [n presenting to you thecrown, which is aa emblem of
royalty, I would remind you, that to reign sovereign- in the:
hearts and affections of men must be far more gratefal to a
generous and benevolent mind, than to rule aver theirlives:
and fortunes ; gnd that to enable you to enjoy this pre-emi-
nence with honour and satisfaction, you muet subject your
own passions and prejudices to the dominion of reason and
charity. N

“ Ytzu are entitled to the second seat in the couwncil of
your companions. Let the bright example of your illustri-
ous predecessor in the grand council at Jerusalem, stimulate

ou to the faithful discharge of your duties ; and when the

ing of kings shall summon you into his immediate presence,
from his hand may you receive & crownof glory which shall
never fade away.’? :
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“Charge to the Third Qfficer, or Scribe.

¢ COMPANION,

¢ The office of scribe, to which you are elected, is very
important and respectable ; in the absence of your superior
officers, you are bound to succeed them, and to perform
their duties, The purposes of the institution ought never
to suffer for want of intelligence in its proper. officers; you
will therefore perceive the necessity there is of your pos-
sessing such qualifications as will enable you to accomplish
those duties which are incumbent upon you in your.appro-
priate station, as well as those which may occasionally de-
volve on you, by the absence of your superiors.

The Purple Robe, with which you are invested, is an
emblem of union, and is calculated to remind you that
the harmony and unanimity of the chapter should be your
constant aim ; and to this end you are studiously to avoid
all occasions of giving offence, or countenancing any thing
that may create divisions or dissentions. You are, by all
the means in your power, to.endeavour to establish a per-
manent union and good understanding aniong all orders and

. degrees of masonry ; and, as the glorious sun at its meridian

height dispels the mists and clouds which obscure the hor-
izon, so may your exertions tend to dissipate the gloom of
jealousy and discord whenever they may appear.

¢“Your budge (a Plumb-rule, surmounted by the Tur-
ban) is an emblem of rectitude and vigilance; and while
you stand as a watchman upon the tower to guard your
companions against the approach of those enemies of hu.
maa felicity, infemperance and excess, let this faithful mon-
itor ever remind you to walk uprightly in your sta-
tion ; admonishing and animating your companions to fi-
delity and industry, while at labour, and to temperance
and moderation while at refreshment. And when the
great Watchman of lsrael, whose eye never slumbers nor
sleeps, shall relieve you from your post on earth, may he

I
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permit you in heaven to participate in that food and refresh-
ment which is

¢ Such as the saints in glory love,

« And suach as angels eat.”’

Charge to the Fourth Qfficer, or Caplain of the Host.

‘¢ COMPANION, . )

¢ The office with which you are intrusted is of high
importance, and demands your most zealous considera-
tion. The preservation of the most essential traits of our
#ncient customs, usages, and landmarks, are within your
province ; and it is indispensably necessary that the part
assigned to you, in the immediate practice of our rites and
ceremonies, should be perfectly understood, and correctly
administered.

¢ He that brings the blind by a way that they know not
and leads them in paths that they have not known, should
ulways be well qualified to make darkness light before them,
und crooked things straight. ;

¢ Your office corresponds with that of marshal, or mas-
ter of ceremonies ; you ure to superintead all processions
of your chapter when moving as a distinct body, either in
publicor private; and as the world can only judge of our’
privafe discipline by our public deportment, you will be
careful that the utmost order and decorum be observed on
all such occasions. '

1 invest you with the badge of your office, and présume |

at you will give to your duties all that study and siten-
tion which their importance demands.”

Charge to the Fifth Qfficer, or Principal Sojourner.
¢ COMPANION, ‘

 The office confided to you, though subordinate in de-
gree is equal in importance to any in the chapter, that
of your chief alone excepted. Your officé corresponds
with .that of junior deacon in the preparatory degrées.
Among the duties required of you, the prepgration and

i
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ifitroduction of candidates ‘are not the least. As in our in-
tercourse with the world experience teaches that first im-
pressions are often the most durable, and the most difficult
to eradicate, s0 it is of great importance in all cases that
those impressions should be correct and just; hence it is
essential that the officer who sustains the station assigned
to you should possess a thorough knowledge of his various
duties; and that he should execute them with a prompti-
tude and propriety of deportment that shall give them their
proper effeot, S
©  “Your robe of office is an emblem of humility; and
teaches that, in the prosecution of a laudable undertaking,
we should never decline taking any part that may be assign~
ed us, although it may be the most difficult or dangerous.
¢The rose coloured tesselated border, adorning the
rebe, is 30 emblem of arddur and perseverance, and sig-
nifies, that when we have engaged in a virtuous course,
r notwithstnnding all the impediments, hardships, and trials
we may be destined to encounter, we should endure them
*  all with fortitude, and ardently persevere unto the end;
resting assured of receiving, at the termination of our la-
bours,a noble and glorious reward.
¢ The white banner, intrusted to your care, is emble-
matical of that purity of life, and rectitude of conduct,
which should distinguish every one that passes the white
vail of the sanctuary.
¢ Your past exertions will be considered as a pledge
zf yom;’future assiduity, in the faithful discharge of your
uties.

Charge to the Sizth Qficer,or Royal Arch Caplain.

¢ COMPANION,

“ The well-known duties of your station require out
little elucidation. Your office in the preparatory degrees
corresponds with that of senior deacon. It is your varti-
cular province conjointly with the captain of the host, to
attend the examimation of all visiters, and to take cure
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that none are permitted to enter the chapter but such as
have travelled the rugged path of trial, and evinced their
title to our favour and griendohip. You will be ever atten-
tive to the commands of your chief, and always near at hand
to execute them. .

«¢1 give it to you strongly in charge, never to suffer any
one to pass your post without the signet of truth. )

1] present you the badge of your office, in expectation
of your performing your duties with intelligence, assiduity,
and propriety.’’

Charge to the Master of the Third Vail.

¢ COMPANION, ’

T @1 present you with the Scarlet Banner, which is the
ensign of your office, and with a sword to protect and de-
fend the same, The rich and beautiful colour of your ban-
ner is emblematical of fervency and fidelity ; it is the ap-
propriate colour of the royal arch degree; it admonishes
us that we should be fervent in the exercise of our devotions
to God, and faithful in our endeavours to promote the hap-
piness of man.”’

Charge to the Master of the Second Vail.

¢ CoMPANION,
“Iinvest you with the Purple Banner, which is the
ensign of your office, and arm you with a sword to enable

' you to maintain its honour. The colour of your banner is

produced by a combination of two distinct colours, namely
blue and scarlet ; the former of which is the characteristic
colour of the symbolic, or the first three degrees of masonry,
and thelatter that of the Royal Arch degree. It is an em-
blem of anion, and is the characteristic colour of the inter-
mediate degrees. It admonishes us to cultivate and im-
prove that spirit of unien and harmony, between the breth-
ren of the symbolic degrees and the companions of the sub-
lime degrees, which should ever distinguish the members of
a society founded upon the Principles of everlasting truth
ard universal philanthropy.’
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